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In his book A New Beginning: Sideways Look at the Spiritual Life

the English author David Torkington writes that in ancient Athens

they had a unique form of public service. Every citizen would once

in their lifetime receive the chance to finance an important public

project. After paying for it he was then exempt from other public

financial costs. This act of public service was called the “liturgy”.

When the first Greek Christians learned of everything that Jesus

had done for us, and still does, they said that this was the grea-

test “liturgy” that anyone had ever undertaken anywhere for the

good of all mankind. When they asked what they should do to imitate Christ in this love for

people they were told to receive into their hearts the Spirit which also filled Jesus so that they

could do good. To have God’s love in their heart and use it to love other people. 

During the Second World War there was a parish church in England which during an enemy

bombardment was almost razed to the ground. All that remained was the wall behind the

main altar, and upon it a cross with the crucified Christ, who was without arms or legs. When

the church was rebuilt after the war the priest refused to have the cross repaired. When he

came to consecrate the renovated church he told parishioners that Christ’s body would rema-

in on the cross without arms and legs as a constant reminder that now they must become

Christ’s arms and legs so they could  grasp His message and  deliver it to the world, which

Christ wants to serve through them. This will be our liturgy of love for today’s society. We

won’t find a greater public service. 

I would like to thank all of you who undertake this public service of love in all Caritas

organizational branches, both in the Czech Republic and abroad, as employees or volunteers;

and also those of you who play an active part in the Three Kings Collection or through their

donations contribute to charitable work. I wish all of you joy and peace of heart. May the kind

God grant you rich reward for your good deeds!

Mons. Josef Šich

President of Caritas Czech Republic
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STATUS AND ACTIVITIES

Caritas Czech Republic is

● a legal person under the Code of

Canon Law (canon 312, 313). It is a

department of the Roman Catholic

Church. The found of Caritas Czech

Republic is the Czech Episcopal

Conference. Caritas Czech Republic

is split into eight dioceses, mirro-

ring the territorial administration of

the Church. 

● the largest nongovernmental provi-

der of social and health services in

the Czech Republic.

Caritas Czech Republic's core activity is

to help the needy in the Czech Repub-

lic. It is also making an increasing con-

tribution to international humanitarian

aid and development assistance.

Integration in the international
network
Caritas Czech Republic provides for-

eign aid through its humanitarian aid

and development assistance unit, as

well as via individual archdiocesan and

diocesan charities. This aid is mainly

coordinated with foreign charity part-

ners brought together in the interna-

tional network CCaarriittaass  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaalliiss

((CCII)). This network is one of the largest

and most powerful in the world; it has

enabled Caritas Czech Republic to find

reliable partners in other countries.

Caritas Internationalis offers facilities,

experience, and the possibility of coor-

dinating aid. As a result, Caritas Czech

Republic is in a position to provide

help even in those countries where it

does not have its own mission or pro-

jects. In the field of foreign aid, Caritas

Czech Republic also works in tandem

with foreign and Czech nongovern-

mental organizations and institutions.

Caritas Czech Republic is also a mem-

ber of CCaarriittaass  EEuurrooppee  ((CCEE)), the Euro-

pean network of national Caritas

organizations. 

a) CARITAS Czech Republic –
umbrella organization and reprezentative body
of the Caritas network

I.

ABBREVIATIONS

DDCCHH – Diocesan Caritas

EESSFF – European Social Fund

FFCCHH – Parish Caritas

CCHH – Caritas

IIAASS – Integration Asylum Centre (for recognized refugees, operated by the Refugee Facility Administration of the MoI)

MMHHMMPP – Prague City Hall

MMCCHH – Municipal charity

MMKKCC – Multicultural centre

MMooLLSSAA – Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Czech Republic

MMooII – Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic

OOCCHH – District Caritas

HHRRDDOOPP – Human Resources Development Operational Programme (European Social Fund)

PPrrSS – Reception centre (for asylum seekers, operated by the Refugee Facility Administration of the MoI)

PPooSS – Asylum residence centre (for asylum seekers, operated by the Refugee Facility Administration of the MoI)

JJRROOPP – Joint Regional Operational Programme (an EU fund)

SSUUZZ  MMooII – Refugee Facility Administration of the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic

ZZZZCC – Detention facility for foreigners (for illegal immigrants and foreign nationals without documents, 

operated by the Refugee Facility Administration of the MoI)

CCCCCCAA – Czech Catholic Caritas Association (after 1. 1. 2007 called Caritas Czech Republic)

CCCCRR  –– Caritas Czech Republic
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BRNO

T
he organizational structure

copies the geographical bre-

akdown of the Roman Catho-

lic Church. Caritas Czech

Republic's members compri-

se six diocesan charitases (DCH Brno,

České Budějovice, Hradec Králové,

Litoměřice, Plzeň and Ostrava-Opava)

and two Archdiocesan charitases (ACH

Olomouc and Prague). The ninth mem-

ber is the Czech Catholic Caritas –

Homes for Priests and Nuns. All nine

members of the association have their

own legal personality. Each ACH/DCH

is headed by a director; the president

– a priest – takes care of the spiritual

life of caritas workers.

The delegation of powers and method

of governance at the district (OCH) and

parish (FCH) charitases varies in the

different dioceses and archdioceses.

The municipal charitases (MCH) in larg-

er towns are equal to district chari-

tases. Caritas Czech Republic operates

more than 200 caritas homes, advice

centres and help centres through 350

parish, district, municipal and dioce-

san charitases.

b) CARITAS Czech Republic – 
organizational structure of the Caritas network

I.

Caritas Czech Republic is split into eight dioceses, mirroring the territorial 

administration of the Church.

Diocesan 
borders

Provincial 
borders
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Director: Ing. Mgr. Oldřich Haičman 

President: P. Josef Zouhar

Spiritual asistent:
P. Pavel Koutník

Kapitána Jaroše 9, P.O. BOX 635

661 35 Brno

tel: 545 213 456

fax: 545 210 771

e-mail: dchbrno@caritas.cz

Internet: www.dchbrno.caritas.cz

Regional Caritas: BBllaannsskkoo (Parish Caritas

Blansko, Cetkovice, Jedovnice, Letovice, Rájec-

Jestřebí), BBrrnnoo (FCH Bílovice nad Svitavou, Brno-

Bystrc, Brno-Husovice, Brno-Komárov, Brno-

Komín, Brno-Královo Pole, Brno-Křenová, Brno-

Starý Lískovec, Brno-Líšeň, Brno-Lesná, Brno-

Obřany, Brno-Řečkovice, Brno-Staré Brno, Brno-

sv. Augustin, Brno-sv. Jakub, Brno-sv. Marie

Magdaléna, Brno-sv. Tomáš, Brno-Tuřany, Brno-

Zábrdovice, Brno-Žabovřesky, Brno-Žebětín,

Vranov u Brna), RRaajjhhrraadd (FCH Blažovice, Deblín,

Holubice, Ostrovačice, Podolí u Brna, Pozořice,

Rajhrad, Rosice u Brna, Újezd u Brna, Veverská

Bítýška, Veverské Knínice, Žatčany), TTiiššnnoovv (FCH

Tišnov), BBřřeeccllaavv (FCH Břeclav, Nikolčice, No-

vosedly, Popice u Hustopečí, Šitbořice), HHooddoonníínn

(FCH Archlebov, Bučovice, Čejkovice, Dambořice,

Dolní Bojanovice, Hodonín, Hovorany, Lužice,

Mikulčice, Milonice, Mutěnice, Ratíškovice,

Slavkov u Brna, Šardice, Uhřice, Ždánice, Želet-

ice u Kyjova), JJiihhllaavvaa (FCH Dačice, Jihlava, Luka

nad Jihlavou, Telč, Třešť), Třebíč (FCH Benetice,

Březník, Budišov u Třebíče, Heraltice, Jaroměřice

nad Rokytnou, Jemnice, Kněžice, Lipník,

Mohelno, Moravské Budějovice, Myslibořice,

Náměšť nad Oslavou, Opatov, Pyšel, Radkovice

u Hrotovic, Rokytnice nad Rokytnou, Roucho-

vany, Šebkovice, Vladislav, Výčapy), ZZnnoojjmmoo (FCH

Běhařovice, Blížkovice, Moravský Krumlov,

Pavlice, Petrovice u Moravského Krumlova,

Prosiměřice, Přímětice, Šatov, Trstěnice, Viš-

ňové, Vranov nad Dyjí, Znojmo-sv. Kříž, Znojmo-

Hradiště sv. Hypolita, Znojmo-Louka, Žerotice),

ŽŽďďáárr  nnaadd  SSáázzaavvoouu (FCH Heřmanov u Velké Bíteše,

Nové Město na Moravě, Radešínská Svratka,

Jámy, Olešná, Velké Meziříčí, Žďár nad Sázavou).

Director: Mgr. Michaela Čermáková

President: P. Hugo Pitel, OPraem.

Kanovnická 16

370 01 České Budějovice

tel.: 386 353 120

fax: 386 360 284

e-mail: info@charitcb.cz

Internet: www.charitacb.cz

CCaarriittaass:: Husinec, Kaplice.
CCiittyy  CCaarriittaass:: České Budějovice.
RReeggiioonnaall  CCaarriittaass:: Horažďovice, Nové Hrady,

Pelhřimov, Písek, Strakonice, Sušice, Třeboň,

Vimperk.

PPaarriisshh  CCaarriittaass:: Boršov nad Vltavou, Český

Krumlov, Hartmanice, Jindřichův Hradec, Kájov,

Kamenice nad Lipou, Katovice, Lažiště, Lštění

u Vimperka, Malenice, Milevsko, Netolice, Nová

Bystřice, Pacov, Počátky, Prachatice, Protivín,

Rožmitál pod Třemšínem, Tábor, Týn nad

Vltavou, Velešín, Veselíčko, Vlachovo Březí,

Volary, Vyšší Brod, Železná Ruda.

Diocesan Caritas České Budějovice – Centre

Veselí nad Lužnicí Dům sv. Františka.

CARITAS CZECH REPUBLIC
– secretariat

DIOCESAN CARITAS IN BRNO DIOCESAN CARITAS
IN ČESKÉ BUDĚJOVICE

CARITAS CZECH REPUBLIC–
HOMES FOR CLERGYMEN AND NUNS

Director:
Ing. Jaroslav Dufek

Director Caritas Czech Republic:
Ing. Mgr. Oldřich Haičman

President Caritas Czech Republic:
Mons. Mgr. Josef Šich

Spiritual assistant:
P. Mgr. Juan Bautista Ignatio Provecho

López, OSA

(from July 2007)

Vladislavova 12

110 00 Praha 1

tel: 296 243 330, 296 243 344

fax: 296 243 333

e-mail: sekretariat@charita.cz

Internet: www.charita.cz

GREEK CATHOLIC CARITAS
(Established 19. March 2008)

director: Ján Kočerha

president: Mgr. Ing. Adolf Jiří Pleskač

Mexická 4 

101 00 Praha 10

tel.: 776 391 887

e-mail: charita@exarchat.cz
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Director: RNDr. Jiří Stejskal

President: Mons. Josef Suchár

Velké náměstí 37

500 01 Hradec Králové

tel.: 495 063 135

fax: 495 063 134

e-mail: dchhk@hk.caritas.cz

Internet: www.hk.caritas.cz

RReeggiioonnaall  CCaarriittaass:: Červený Kostelec, Havlíčkův

Brod, Hradec Králové, Jičín, Jilemnice, Kutná

Hora, Pardubice, Polička, Trutnov, Ústí nad Orlicí.

PPaarriisshh  CCaarriittaass:: Dolní Újezd u Litomyšle, Dvůr

Králové nad Labem, Hlinsko v Čechách, Hostinné,

Chrudim, Litomyšl, Náchod, Neratov, Nové Hrady

u Skutče, Charita Přelouč, Rychnov nad Kněžnou,

Studenec u Horek, Třebechovice pod Orebem.

Director: Růžena Kavková 

President: P. ICLic. Józef Szeliga 

(from 1. 11. 2007) 

until 31. 10. 2007 

the President was

Mons. Milan Bezděk

Dómské náměstí 10

412 01 Litoměřice

tel. i fax: 416 731 452, tel: 416 735 606

e-mail: dchltm@dchltm.cz

Internet: www.dchltm.cz

RReeggiioonnaall  CCaarriittaass:: Česká Kamenice, Frýdlant,

Chomutov, Jestřebí, Liberec, Mělník, Most, Mše-

no u Mělníka, Přepeře, Sobotka, Teplice, Ústí nad

Labem, Varnsdorf.

PPaarriisshh  CCaarriittaass:: Česká Lípa, Děčín, Jablonec nad

Nisou, Jirkov, Libochovice, Litoměřice, Lovosice,

Mladá Boleslav, Rumburk, Vratislavice, Žatec.

Director: Václav Keprt

President: Mons. Mgr. Josef Šich 

Křížkovského 6

772 00 Olomouc

tel: 585 229 380, fax: 588 500 839

e-mail: acho@caritas.cz

Internet: www.acho.caritas.cz

CCaarriittaass  wwiitthh  lleeggaall  ppeerrssoonnaalliittyy::  Bystřice pod

Hostýnem, Holešov, Hranice, Kojetín, Konice, Kro-

měříž, Kvasice, Kyjov, Lipník nad Bečvou, Litovel,

Luhačovice, Moravská Třebová, Nový Hrozenkov,

Olomouc, Otrokovice, Prostějov, Přerov, Rožnov

pod Radhoštem, Slavičín, Strážnice, Svitavy,

Šternberk, Šumperk, Uherské Hradiště, Uherský

Brod, Uničov, Valašská Bystřice, Valašské

Klobouky, Valašské Meziříčí, Veselí nad Moravou,

Vsetín, Vyškov, Zábřeh, Zlín.

CCaarriittaass  wwiitthhoouutt  lleeggaall  ppeerrssoonnaalliittyy:: Bohuňovice,

Brumov-Bylnice, Dub nad Moravou, Fryšták, Heř-

manice u Polomi, Horní Lhota, Hulín, Chropyně,

Jalubí, Jevíčko, Kostelec u Kyjova, Koryčany,

Krumsín, Trnava u Zlína, Určice, Velká Bystřice,

Velké Opatovice,Vizovice, Vnorovy, Všechovice,

Všemina.

DIOCESAN CARITAS
IN HRADEC KRÁLOVÉ

DIOCESAN CARITAS
IN LITOMĚŘICE

ARCH-DIOCESAN 
CARITAS IN OLOMOUC



 

Director: Mgr. et Mgr. Lukáš Curylo 

(from 10. 4. 2007)

President: P. Dr. Pavel Forgač

Kratochvílova 3

702 00 Moravská Ostrava

tel. i fax: 596 127 262-4

e-mail: ludmila@caritas.cz

Internet: www.dchoo.caritas.cz

until 23. 3. 2007 

the Director was
Mgr. Michal Krawiec

CCaarriittaass:: Charita sv. Alexandra v Ostravě,
Bohumín, Český Těšín, Frenštát pod Radhoš-
těm, Frýdek-Místek, Hlučín, Hodslavice, Jab-
lunkov, Javorník, Kopřivnice, Krnov, Odry,
Opava, Ostrava, Studénka. 

VVoolluunntteeeerr  CCaarriittaass:: Bílovec, Bruntál, Brušperk,
Frýdlant nad Ostravicí, Hukvaldy, Jeseník, Kar-
viná, Orlová,  Slavkov u Opavy, Šenov u Ostra-
vy.

Director: Ing. Jiří Lodr 

President: Mons. Vladimír Born 
(to 28. 2. 2007 and from 1. 4. 2008) 

Vice-president: Bc. Ladislav Lego 
(from 1. 12. 2007 spiritual, 

from 1. 4. 2008 also vice-president) 

SSttaattuuttoorryy  aaddddrreessss::  Sady 5. května 8, 301 00 Plzeň

CCoonnttaacctt    aaddddrreessss::

Hlavanova 16, 326 00 Plzeň

tel.: 377 221 540,

tel. i fax: 377 223 861

E-mail: dchp@dchp.cz,

krondlova@dchp.cz

Internet: www.dchp.cz, 

www.charita.cz/plzen, www.charita.cz/dchplzen 

from 1. 3. 2007 
to 30. 11. 2007

the President was
P. Adam Lodek

RReeggiioonnaall  CCaarriittaass:: Bor u Tachova, Klatovy, Ostrov,

Rokycany, Teplá.

CCiittyy  CCaarriittaass:: Plzeň (Parish Caritas

u sv. Bartoloměje, u sv. Martina a Prokopa, 

u Panny Marie Růžencové, Severní předměstí).

PPaarriisshh  CCaarriittaass:: Aš, Blovice, Dolní Bělá, Domažlice,

Druztová, Horšovský Týn, Cheb, Chlum Svaté Ma-

ří, Chodov, Jáchymov (činnost pozastavena), Kar-

lovy Vary, Kraslice, Luby, Mariánské Lázně, Plasy,

Přeštice, Sokolov, Staňkov, Stráž u Tachova,

Stříbro, Zbiroh.

Director: Ing. Jaroslav Němec

President: P. Mgr. Stanislav Přibyl, CSsR

Londýnská 44

120 00 Praha 2

tel.: 224 246 519, 224 246 573

fax: 222 522 352

e-mail: praha@charita-adopce.cz

Internet: www.charita-adopce.cz

PPaarriisshh  CCaarriittaass  rreeggiisstteerreedd  aatt  tthhee  CCzzeecchh  MMiinniissttrryy  

ooff  CCuullttuurree:: Beroun, Čelákovice, Dobřichovice,

Dobříš, Kolín, Kralupy nad Vltavou, Lysá nad

Labem, Mníšek pod Brdy, Neratovice*, Praha 1-

Malá Strana (sv. Tomáš), Praha 1-Nové Město

(Pana Maria Sněžná), Praha 1-Nové Město (sv.

Petr), Praha 3-Žižkov, Praha 4-Chodov, Praha 4-

Lhotka, Praha 5-Smíchov, Praha 6-Břevnov, Praha

7-Holešovice, Praha 8-Kobylisy, Praha 10-

Strašnice, Praha 12-Modřany, Praha 13-Stodůlky,

Praha 14-Kyje (Arcibiskupstvím pražským již

zřízena, je v registraci), Praha 17-Řepy, Příbram,

Rakovník, Roudnice nad Labem, Říčany, Starý

Knín.

PPaarriisshh  CCaarriittaass  nnoott  rreeggiisstteerreedd:: Benešov, Brandýs

nad Labem, Český Brod,  Kladno, Praha 2-Nové

Město (sv. Ignác), Praha 2-Vinohrady (sv. Ludmi-

la), Praha 4-Braník (sv. Prokop), Praha 6-Liboc (sv.

Fabián a Šebestián), Praha 8-Karlín (sv. Cyril a

Metoděj), Praha 10-Vršovice (sv. Václav a Miku-

láš). 

*) NNeerraattoovviiccee  PPaarriisshh  CCaarriittaass  bbrraannddeess:: CHOPS

Neratovice, DPS Libiš + CHPS, DPS Obříství + care

centre a CHOPS, CHOPS Čelákovice, DPS Praha

Kbely + CHOPS, DPS Černošce + care centre 

a CHOPS, CHOPS Praha-Klánovice, CHOPS Koste-

lec nad Labem, CHOS Kralupy nad Vltavou, CHOS

Mělník, CHOS Říčany.

Updated as of 31. May 2008.

DIOCESAN CARITAS
IN OSTRAVA-OPAVA

DIOCESAN CARITAS
IN PILSEN

ARCH-DIOCESAN 
CARITAS IN PRAGUE
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● is the Caritas network‘s national

head office in the Czech Republic and

the registered office of the organisatio-

n’s statutory representative – the

director of the Caritas Czech Republic

● provides a service for all Caritas

branches and Caritas facilities enga-

ged in social help and care and health

matters

● ensures cooperation with Ministries

in opposing and formulating social ser-

vices proposals

● helps formulate legislation and

takes part in committee work at the

Czech Ministry of Health and the Czech

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

● participates in the preparation, eva-

luation and especially in the media

coverage of national Caritas events,

above all the Three Kings’ Money Col-

lection 

● administers the St. Agnes central

collection account (22770022/0800)

and the Three Kings’ Money Collection

account (33001122/0800)

● is a partner of the national Caritas

branches in Europe and the world

● cooperates with the Caritas Europa

head office in Brussels and with the

Caritas Internationalis head office in

Rome

● coordinates humanitarian aid abro-

ad and for foreigners in distress living

in the Czech Republic

DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  CCaarriittaass  CCzzeecchh  RReeppuubblliicc::

Ing. Mgr. Oldřich Haičman 

PPrreessiiddeenntt:: Mons. Mgr. Josef Šich

SSppiirriittuuaall  aassssiissttaanntt:: P. Mgr. Juan Bautis-

ta Ignacio Provecho López OSA (since

summer 2007)

CCaarriittaass  CCzzeecchh  RReeppuubblliicc

Vladislavova 12

110 00 Prague 1

tel.: 296 243 330 (reception)

fax: 296 243 333

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  ddiirreeccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  CCaarriittaass  CCzzeecchh

RReeppuubblliicc  SSeeccrreettaarriiaatt (the position

established on 1 January 2007): Mgr.

Monika Korábová (since 1 February

2007)

AAssssiissttaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  DDiirreeccttoorr:: Mgr. Dita

Krtičková, DiS. 

AAssssiissttaanntt:: Markéta Řečinská

FFoorreeiiggnn  rreellaattiioonnss:: RNDr. Dagmar Kout-

ská

SSoocciiaall  mmaatttteerrss::  PhDr. Jaroslava Pánko-

vá (until 15 March 2007), Mgr. Petra

Šustrová (from 1 June 2007)

HHeeaalltthh  mmaatttteerrss:: MUDr. Markéta Hofma-

nová

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ffoorr  mmiiggrraattiioonn  aanndd  rreeffuuggee--

eess::  Vojtěška Hervertová, DiS. 

PPrreessss  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt:: Mgr.Gabriela Nau-

šová (from 2 April 2007), Ing. Jan Oulík,

Dagmar Volencová (until 30 June 2007)

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ffoorr  hhuummaanniittaarriiaann  aanndd

ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  aaiidd:: Mgr. Petra Binderová

(from 1 August 2007), Ing. Tomáš But-

kai (from 1 March 2007 to 26 March

The Caritas Czech Republic

SECRETARIAT
II. 

Caritas Czech Republic office 
in Vladislvova str. 12, Prague 1
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2007), Mgr. Jan Černík (from 1 August

2007 to 30 April 2008), Mgr. Jakub

Dvořáček, Mgr. Ilona Gajdíková (from 1

April 2008), Mgr. Pavel Gruber (Dept.

Manager from 25 March 2008), Vojtěch

Honig (from 1 September 2007 to 31

October 2007), Ing. Sylva Horáková

(from 1 July 2007), Mgr. Libor Jůn (from

25 May 2007 to 22 June 2007), Ing. Jan

Jůzl (from 5 March 2007 to 31 October

2007), Mgr. Laura Kopecká, Daniela

Kordíková (from 1 February 2007 to 31

July 2007), Mgr. Lenka Kováčiková

(from 2 January 2007), Bc. Věra Krylová

(from 19 February 2007 to 31 July

2007), Mgr. Michaela Kupková (to 30

June 2007 and from 1 January 2008),

Jana Mittag (from 1 July 2007), Mgr.

Helena Mourečková, Dagmar Ostřan-

ská, Ing. Josef Ostřanský (to 30 Sep-

tember 2007), Jana Plitzová, Mgr. Old-

řich Pospíšil (from 25 March 2008),

Ing. Vojtěch Rálek (Dept. Manager to 31

January 2008), Mgr. Kristina Reist

(from 5 March 2007), Mgr. Blanka Re-

mešová (from 1 March 2007 to 13 Janu-

ary 2008), Mgr. Miroslava Sedláčková

(from 26 March 2007 to 31 December

2007), Mgr. Jana Smolanová (to 30

September 2007), Mgr. Kateřina Stej-

skalová, Michal Synek (to 23 February

2007), Mgr. Martin Váně, Martin Vylíčil

DiS. (from 1 November 2007 to 31

December 2007), Martina Žižková 

OOnn  ppaarreennttaall  lleeaavvee:: Mgr. Kateřina Chur-

tajeva, Mgr. Helena Kavanová

EEccoonnoommiisstt:: Ing. Jana Hiršová (to 9 Octo-

ber 2007), Ing. Lubomír Ponocný (from

11 February 2008)

AAccccoouunnttaanntt:: Eva Albrechtová (from 1 Octo-

ber 2007), Ing. Renata Kaňková 

WWaaggeess  aaccccoouunnttaanntt:: Miroslava Tobiášová

CCaasshhiieerr::  Ing. Irena Němcová (from 29

January 2007), Marie Vaňáčová (to 25

January 2007)

AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  ooff  tthhee  SStt..  AAggnneess  aanndd  TThhrreeee

KKiinnggss’’  MMoonneeyy  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  AAccccoouunnttss:: Eva

Albrechtová (to 30 September 2007), Ing.

Irena Němcová (from 1 October 2007)

WWeebbmmaasstteerr:: Jan Svatoš

BBuuiillddiinngg  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn:: Prokop Janou-

šek, Mgr. Vít Janoušek

Situation as of 30 April 2008

CARITAS CZECH REPUBLIC’S MEDIA
PRESENTATION

The media is the public’s prime source

of information for the Caritas networ-

k’s activities and the work of the Caritas

Czech Republic’s Secretariat. The press

department disseminates press relea-

ses via agencies and directly to press

and electronic media editorial boards.

The staff of diocesan Caritas bran-

ches also issue their own press relea-

ses. They organise press conferences

for major events and maintain close

contact with regional media. Caritas

staff have provided the media with

many interviews.

TThhee  pprreessss  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  

In cooperation with other departments

prepared:

● the annual report on the activities of

Czech Catholic Caritas Association (as

Caritas Czech Republic was called up

to 31 December 2006) for 2006 

● a news supplement on the use of the

2007 Three King Collection in the 26th

number of the Respekt weekly

● texts (stories about Caritas clients)

for the 2008 Carmelite calendar

Also cooperates in 

● creating the www.charita.cz and

www.trikralovasbirka.cz websites. Web-

sites for individual diocesan Caritas

branches (links on www.charita.cz) are

created by the relevant diocesan staff

(links on www.charita.cz)

● issuing the bi-monthly Caritas (pub-

lished six times a year as a four-page

supplement to the Catholic Weekly;

since number 6/2007 this has been

prepared by an external collaborator) 

The diocesan centres periodically

issue their own news and information

bulletins.

MEDIA CAMPAIGNS

The biggest media campaign is traditio-

nally that surrounding the Three Kings’

Money Collection (you can read more

about the Collection in chapter IV of this

Annual Report). The campaign is sup-

ported by advertisements on Czech TV,

Czech Radio and in several regional

electronic media, press ads, press rele-

ases, an up-to-date information service

on the website, distribution of flyers

etc... 

Caritas organises other media cam-

paigns with the support of its general

partner, the Česká spořitelna Foundati-

on. The campaigns are backed by ads in

selected publications, regional press

conferences and articles in the media. 

In 2007, the ČS Foundation provided

its traditional financial support for

eight Caritas projects. These are desig-

ned to help groups at risk in society –

for the elderly and families facing soci-

al exclusion. In 2007 the following pro-

jects were supported:

● Home for mothers with children –

Znojmo Regional Caritas (Brno diocese)

● Kaplice Caritas care service (České

Budějovice diocese)

● Caritas care service Litoměřice (Lito-

měřice diocese)

● Asylum house for mothers and fami-

lies with children in Prague- Hlubočepy

(Prague Arch-diocese)

● Integration centre with residential,

respite and hospice care in Čechy pod

Kosířem (Olomouc Arch-diocese) 

● Home for peaceful old age in Roky-

cany (Pilsen diocese)

● Home for mothers with children in

Hradec Králové (Hradec Králové dioce-

se)- 

“Oasis of Rest” social care institute for

the mentally ill, Frýdek-Místek (Ostra-

va-Opava diocese)

Other events in 2007

Staff from the press department

● together with a graphic artist pre-

pared designs for the oorrggaanniissaa--

ttiioonn’’ss nneeww  llooggoo  and a manual on how

to use the new logo; following its app-

roval by the Caritas Czech Repub-

lic’s board of directors they arranged

for stickers to be printed bearing the

new logo. On 12 October they placed

a brass sign with the logo on the buil-

ding of the Caritas Czech Republic Sec-

retariat

● cooperated on the campaign CCaarriittaass

ffoorr  PPeerruu (the country experienced a ma-

jor earthquake on 15 August); Caritas

Czech Republic donated USD 4,000

(approximately 80,000 Czech crowns)

from its crisis fund  to its partner orga-

nisation Cáritas del Perú and announ-

ced a public collection for funds

● on 14 and 15 October took part in the

campaign Czech Republic against

Poverty in Olomouc

● on 28 October took part in the 1st

Ecumenical Meeting on the Říp Moun-

tain (Prayer for the Home)  

● in 2007 prepared a Composed Eve-

ning in the Garden Cultural Centre in

Prague 4-Chodov with question and

answer session on humanitarian and

development cooperation in the world.
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Caritas Czech Republic
Institute of Education
Máchova 7 

120 00 Prague 2

tel.: 221 592 541 (reception)

fax: 221 592 545

HHeeaadd  MMaannaaggeerr:: Jiří Šolta 

OOppeerraattiioonnaall  MMaannaaggeerr:: Jana Toulcová 

AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr:: Pavel Polák

RReecceeppttiioonniissttss:: Petr Čech, Pavel Kolaja,

Ondřej Kotáb, Eva Kundratová, Slavo-

mír Čihák, Michal Novotný, Vojtěch

Paik, Magdalena Tošovská 

MMaaiidd:: Vlasta Kindlová (to 31 December

2007), Hana Jamníková (from 1 Februa-

ry 2008)  

CClleeaanneerr:: Monika Fertálová

CCaarriittaass  EEuurrooppee:: Annamaria Vrzáčková

Situation as at 30 April 2008

The Caritas Czech Republic Institute of

Education (hereinafter CCR IE) was

founded in 1999 as a project supported

by the German Caritas Association

(GCA). At the end of 2001 it moved to

a reconstructed building at Máchová

street 7 in Prague 2 – Vinohrady.

The Máchová street building not only

houses lecture rooms and classrooms

where Caritas staff from all the dioce-

ses meet at conferences and in colle-

ges but also provides lodging for Cari-

tas staff and the public. 

Detached premises for the Charles Uni-

versity Humanities Faculty, offering

a Masters in Management and Super-

vision in Social and Health Organisati-

ons also have its registered office in

the CCR IE building.

In 2001, the Masters subject Manage-

ment and Supervision in Social and

Health Organisations (www.fhs.cuni.cz/

supevrize) was accredited

under the Social Policy and

Social Work programme at

the Charles University

Humanities Faculty (CU HF).

In 2005 the Masters pro-

gramme, which originally

had a term of three years,

was re-accredited with vali-

dity until 2015 and shorte-

ned to two years in line with

the Bologna Declaration.

The Masters subject is

designed to prepare middle

and top managers and

supervisors for the provisi-

on of health and social ser-

vices, an area which faces

continual changes worldwi-

de. At present, advanced

economies in particular

have to meet the challenge

of a rapidly ageing populati-

on, greater public sensitivi-

ty to matters of personal

dignity and human rights,

dwindling funds from natio-

nal budgets, increasing

demands for quality and

efficiency in the services

provided and demands for

responsibility and transpa-

rency on the part of provi-

ders. The programme sup-

ports the employment of

workers from non-medical and so-called

ancillary care professions in manage-

ment and supervision and the effective

cooperation between health and social

sectors. For the time being this makes

the programme unique in the Czech

Republic. Studies are pursued in full-

time and part-time form; students can

choose from two fields – Management

and Supervision. In the 2007/2008

school year a total of 109 students are

enrolled at the Faculty, of which 20 are

supervisors and 89 managers; the

Faculty already has more than 80 gradu-

ates. From the 2007/2008 school year

the Faculty is also organising the three-

year certified course Supervision in

Ancillary Care Professions, which cur-

rently has 6 students.

Studies follow a course-unit teaching

system. Students have the use of a lib-

rary with professional literature and

magazines, as well as top-quality e-mail

communication between students and

the Faculty. Savings in time and paper

are made possible by using the Internet

server, which provides access to all

kinds of study documents and materi-

als. 

For CU HF students the CCR IE provides

not only teaching premises but also

accommodation. A computer classroom

and modern technology are also avai-

lable..

Institute of Education 
office in Máchova 
str. 7, Prague 2
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F
rom birth to its natural conc-

lusion human life passes

through many stages when

we are left to depend on the

help of others. Whether brief

or protracted, for everyone these are

difficult periods of physical, mental

and spiritual distress and crisis. In

such situations a professional, hu-

man, helping hand offered in warmth

can often mean the only chance of

returning to normal life and regaining

belief in one’s own strength and capa-

cities.

It is precisely in these difficult situati-

ons that Caritas Czech Republic can help

people by offering social services, of

which it is the largest non-governmental

provider in the Czech Republic. The ser-

vices are provided nationwide to fellow

citizens from infancy to old age in facili-

ties run by eight diocesan Caritases.

A. Social and health-care services

(defined by the Act on Social Services

No. 108/2006 Coll. and related legisla-

tion)

We provide all kinds of social servi-

ces to our clients, such as:

a) Social counselling

b) Social care services

c) Social prevention services

Types of social services provided
Social services are provided as rreessii--

ddeennccee,,  aammbbuullaannccee or ffiieelldd services..

RReessiiddeennccee  sseerrvviicceess involve acco-

mmodation in social services facilities.

AAmmbbuullaannccee  sseerrvviicceess are services

which a person visits, or the person is

accompanied to social services faciliti-

es; the service does not include accom-

modation..

FFiieelldd  sseerrvviicceess are services that are

provided to people in their natural

social environment.

ad a) Social counselling includes:

BBaassiicc  ssoocciiaall  ccoouunnsseelllliinngg – provides cli-

ents with the information they need to

solve their unfavourable social situation.

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  ssoocciiaall  ccoouunnsseelllliinngg – pro-

vided according to the needs of people

in civil counselling, partnership and

family counselling, counselling for

seniors, counselling for disabled peo-

ple, counselling for victims of crime

and domestic violence; it also covers

social work with people whose lifestyle

may lead to conflicts with society.

Number of facilities

(advisory offices) 75

Number of clients 21 366

ad. b) Social care services
These help people to rediscover their

physical and mental independence so

as to allow them, as far as possible, to

lead a normal life in society. If their

condition makes this impossible then

it aims to ensure that they are treated

with dignity in a dignified environ-

ment.

PPeerrssoonnaall  aassssiissttaannccee – Field service

provided to people who are less able to

care for themselves due to age, chronic

SOCIAL AND HEALTH-CARE
SERVICES

III. 
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illness or disability and therefore need

the assistance of a nurse. The service

is provided without time limitation, in

a natural social environment and with

the range of activities that the person

needs.

Number of centres 38

Number of clients 964

Caritas care and health services
(CHOPS)

Number of CHOPS centres 72 

Number of charity

care service (CHOS) centres 8

number of charity care 

service (CHPS) centres 31 

HHeeaalltthh  ccaarree  sseerrvviicceess – Home health

care is a professional health care servi-

ce usually provided by nurses accor-

ding to the instructions of a doctor. Costs

are met by public health insurance.

Number of nurses 638

Number of clients 22 403

Number of visits 1 048 525

CCaarree  sseerrvviicceess  – The field service is pro-

vided for people who are unable to

care for themselves due to age, chronic

illness or disability, and for families

and children whose situation requires

assistance from a nurse. 

Number of nurses 767

Number of clients 15 382

Number of visits1 773 370

EEmmeerrggeennccyy  ccaarree – Field service provi-

ding uninterrupted telephone and

electronic communication for people

facing a high risk of threat to health or

life should their condition or capacities

suddenly deteriorate.

Number of facilities 2

Number of clients 114

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  hhoouussiinngg  ssuuppppoorrtt – Field

service provided for people who are

unable to care for themselves due to

disability or chronic illness, including

mental illness, and whose situation

requires the assistance of a nurse..

Number of facilities 5

Number of clients 22

RReelliieeff  sseerrvviicceess  – Field, ambulatory or

residential services provided for peo-

ple who have compromised indepen-

dence due to age, chronic illness or

disability and who are cared for in their

home environment; the objective is to

allow the regular nurse to rest.

Number of facilities 25

Number of clients 573

DDaayy  ccaarree  cceennttrreess – Ambulatory servi-

ces provided for people whose ability

to care for themselves is compromised

by age, chronic illness or disability and

whose situation requires the assistan-

ce of a nurse.

Number of centres 22

Number of clients 449

DDaaiillyy  ccaarree  cceennttrreess – Ambulatory servi-

ces provided for people whose ability

to care for themselves is compromised

by age or disability, and for the chroni-

cally mentally ill, whose situation

requires regular assistance from a

nurse.

Number of daily care centres 36

Number of clients 698

WWeeeekkllyy  ccaarree  cceennttrreess – Residential ser-

vices for people who are unable to care

for themselves due to age or disability,

and for the chronically mentally ill,

whose situation requires regular assi-

stance from a nurse.

Number of weekly care centre 6

Number of clients 112

Total capacity 54 places

HHoommeess  ffoorr  ppeeooppllee  wwiitthh  pphhyyssiiccaall  ddiissaabbii--

lliittiieess – Residential services for people

who are unable to care for themselves

due to physical disability and whose

situation requires the regular assistan-

ce of a nurse.

Number of homes for people 

with a physical disability 1

Number of clients 14

Total capacity 14 places

RReessiiddeennttiiaall  hhoommeess  ffoorr  tthhee  eellddeerrllyy –

Residential services provided for peo-

ple who are unable to care for themsel-

ves because of their age and whose

situation requires the regular assistan-

ce of a nurse.

Number of homes for the elderly 35

Number of clients 1215

Total capacity 996 places

RReessiiddeennttiiaall  hhoommeess  ffoorr  nnuunnss  aanndd  cclleerrggyy  ooff

CCaarriittaass  CCzzeecchh  RReeppuubblliicc – Residential servi-

ces provided for nuns and clergy who are

unable to care for themselvesdue to age and

whose situation requires the regular assi-

stance of a nurse.

Number of homes for the elderly 22

Number of clients 743

Total capacity 761 places

SSppeecciiaalliisseedd  hhoommeess – Residential servi-

ces provided for people who are unable

to look after themselves due to chronic

mental illness, drug addiction, or Alz-
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heimer’s disease, old age dementia

and other types of dementia and whose

situation requires the regular assistan-

ce of a nurse. The social services in

these facilities are tailored to meet the

specific needs of these people.

Number of specialised homes 2

Number of clients 88

Total capacity 86 places

SShheelltteerreedd  hhoouussiinngg – Residential servi-

ce provided for people who are unable

to care for themselves due to physical

disability or chronic illness, including

mental illness, and whose situation

requires the assistance of a nurse.

Sheltered housing can be either for

groups or individuals.

Number of facilities 5

Number of clients 111

Total capacity 121 places

ad. c) Social prevention services
These services aim to prevent the soci-

al exclusion of people who are at thre-

at because of a social crisis, whose

habits and way of life lead them into

conflict with society, who live in a soci-

ally disadvantageous environment and

are threatened by the criminal activiti-

es of others. The social prevention ser-

vices are designed to help these peo-

ple overcome their difficult social situ-

ations and to protect society from the

creation and spread of negative social

phenomena.

EEaarrllyy  ccaarree – Field or ambulatory ser-

vices provided for children, or the

parents of a child up to the age 

of 7 who is physically handicapped 

or whose development is in danger due

to an unfavourable social situation. The

service focuses on supporting the fami-

ly and the development of the child in

view of its specific needs.

Number of centres 5

Number of clients 235

TTeelleepphhoonnee  hheellpp  lliinnee  – Field service

provided temporarily for people who

are in danger of death or injury or in

other difficult situations and are una-

ble to solve it without the help of

others.
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Number of centres 2

Number of contacts 8 303

AAssyylluumm  hhoouusseess – Residential services

provided temporarily for people in

unfavourable social situations caused

by the loss of housing.

Number of asylum houses (for couples

and for mothers with children 

in distress in all dioceses) 61

Number of clients 4 118

Total capacity 1854 places

HHaallff--wwaayy  hhoouusseess – Residential services

provided for people up to the age of 26

who leave detention facilities or orpha-

nages and similar institutions. The

social care provided in these facilities

is tailored to the specific needs of

these people.

Number of facilities 8

Number of clients 111

Total capacity 63 places

DDaayy  aaccttiivviittyy  cceennttrreess – These low-thres-

hold facilities provide ambulatory or

field services for people threatened by

drug addiction. The service aims to

reduce the social and health risks con-

nected with drug addiction.

Number of centres 9

Number of clients 1 807

CCrriissiiss  hheellpp – Field, ambulatory or resi-

dential service provided temporarily

for people who find themselves in a

situation endangering their health or

life, and who are unable to solve this

situation without help.

Number of facilities 9

Number of clients 1 032

IInntteerrvveennttiioonn  cceennttrree  – Field, ambulatory

or temporary residential service.. A

person at threat of physical violence

from someone who has been evicted

from a joint dwelling or forbidden to

enter it is offered help within 48 hours

of a copy of the eviction order being

sent to the intervention centre. The

intervention centre can also provide

help at the request of the person thre-

atened by physical violence from anot-

her person living in a joint dwelling, or

even without this instigation. Help is

provided immediately after the inter-

vention centre learns of the person at

risk. The service organises cooperation

and mutual contact between interven-

tion centres, providers of other social

services, child protection bodies,

municipalities, Czech police depart-

ments and local police, as well as other

public administration bodies.

Number of intervention centres 3

Number of clients 292

LLooww--tthhrreesshhoolldd  ddaayy  cceennttrreess – Ambula-

tory or field services provided for

homeless people.

Number of centres 21

Number of clients 28 607

LLooww--tthhrreesshhoolldd  cceennttrreess  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd

jjuuvveenniilleess – Ambulatory or field servi-

ces provided for children and juveniles

between 6 and 26 years of age who are

threatened by socially unacceptable

behaviour. The service aims to improve

the quality of their lives by preventing

or reducing the social and health risks

connected with their way of life, help

them better to come to terms with their

social environment and create conditi-

ons to solve their unfavourable social

situation. The service can be provided

anonymously.

Number of facilities 42

Number of clients 52 586

DDoorrmmiittoorriieess – Ambulatory services

provided for homeless people who

want to use hygiene facilities or need a

bed to sleep in.

Number of dormitories 17

Number of clients 11 859

SSuubbsseeqquueenntt  ccaarree  sseerrvviicceess – Field care

services provided for people with 

chronic mental illness or drug addicti-

ons who have undergone or are under-

going medical treatment in a health care

institution or ambulatory treatment, or

people who are currently abstaining.

Number of centres 1

Number of clients 45

SSoocciiaall  aaccttiivvaattiioonn  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  ffaammiilliieess

wwiitthh  cchhiillddrreenn – Field or ambulatory

services provided to families with

children whose development is threa-

tened by long-term unfavourable soci-

al situations which the parents are

unable to overcome without help, and

whose development is also threatened

by other risks.

Number of centres 19

Number of clients 3 029

SSoocciiaall  aaccttiivvaattiioonn  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  tthhee  eellddeerr--

llyy  aanndd  ddiissaabblleedd  ppeeooppllee – Ambulatory

or field services provided to old or

disabled people threatened with social

exclusion.

Number of centres 23

Number of clients 7 922

SSoocciiaall  tthheerraappyy  wwoorrkksshhooppss – Ambulato-

ry services provided for people who

are unable to care for themselves due

to disability and who are unable to find

work on either the open or protected

labour market. The objective is to pro-

vide regular and long-term support in

order to improve their skills and habi-

tuate them to work through social the-

rapy.

Number of social therapy

workshops 7

Number of clients 211

Therapeutic communities Temporary

residential services for drug addicts or

people suffering from chronic mental

illness who want to integrate into nor-

mal life.

Number of therapeutic communities 1

Number of clients 26

Total capacity 12 places

FFiieelldd  pprrooggrraammss  – Field services pro-

vided for people who lead a high-risk

lifestyle, or whose lives are put in dan-

ger as a result. The service is intended

for drug users, the homeless, people

living in socially excluded communiti-

es and other socially endangered

groups. The objective is to seek out

these people and minimise the risks of

their lifestyle. The service can also be

provided anonymously.

Number of centres 15

Number of clients 1 524

Social rehabilitation - This is provi-

ded in the form of field or ambulatory

services or residential services provi-

ded in social rehabilitation service

centres.. It involves a set of specific
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activities focused on achieving inde-

pendence and skills for people by deve-

loping their specific skills and talents,

reinforcing proper habits and training

in practical activities necessary for nor-

mal life, using alternative methods and

utilising the person’s skills, potential

and abilities.

Number of facilities 17

Number of clients 1716

B. Other social-health services

(derived partly from the Social Servi-

ces Act No. 108/2006 Coll. and related

regulations)

HHoossppiicceess – Special facility providing

accommodation and in-house palliative

and symptomatic treatment for the ter-

minally ill, particularly those with onco-

logical, cardiological and neurological

diagnoses. Since 2006 the health ele-

ment of hospice palliative care has been

enshrined in Act No. 48/1997 Coll., on

public health insurance and a change to

certain related acts (Section 22a) speci-

al institutional care. As well as provi-

ding health care for patients in the ter-

minal stage of their illness, the hospice

services also provide a set of social and

care services.

Number of facilities 4

Number of clients 1 207

Total capacity 140 beds

Other facilities in the individual
dioceses:

BBrrnnoo  ddiioocceessee::  9 social clubs

ČČeesskkéé  BBuudděějjoovviiccee  ddiioocceessee:: 2 maternity

centres, 1 pre-school club for Roma

children

HHrraaddeecc  KKrráálloovvéé  ddiioocceessee::  1 protected

workshop, 8 maternity centres, 1 free-

time centre for children and for parents

with children, 4 hire services for medi-

cal/compensation/rehabilitation aids,

1 hire service for medical aids for peo-

ple with Huntington’s disease, 2 social

clubs

LLiittoomměěřřiiccee  ddiioocceessee::  1 Jonáš protected

workshop, Archa family centre

OOlloommoouucc  ddiioocceessee:: 12 social clubs, 

2 maternity centres, 1 home hospice,

10 hire services for medical aids, 

1 transport service on invalid chairs, 

3 supported employment agencies, 

9 protected workshops, 3 clubs for

pensioners, 2 issuing offices for medi-

cines, 1 canteen, 3 carity shops

OOssttrraavvaa--OOppaavvaa  ddiioocceessee:: 1 boarding

house for pensioner, 4 maternity cent-

res, 5 protected workshops and servi-

ces, 1 Jablunkov civic advisory office, 

1 John Paul II Home – Social Integration

Centre, 1 field centre for homeless peo-

ple

PPllzzeeňň  ddiioocceessee:: 4 crisis and social

accommodation facilities, 1 emergency

assistance service, 1 maternity centre,

3 groups for adults and children, 1 low

threshold club 



D
uring the collection children

and young people dress as

the three wise men of the

east who, according to Bib-

lical legend, came to hail

the newborn Jesus in Bethlehem. In

their costumes and accompanied by an

adult (the group leader) they set forth

to bring good tidings on the streets, in

front of stores and at family homes;

they wish people a happy new year,

sing carols and hand out small gifts.

These are usually pocket calendars

and a small tube containing bundles of

wrapped sugar. Afterwards the carol-

lers ask for a donation to be placed in

the sealed collection box. The revenue

from the carolling goes mainly to help

the sick, handicapped or elderly, mot-

hers with children in distress and other

needy people, particularly in the regi-

ons where the collection is held. At

least one-tenth of the proceeds is ear-

marked every year for humanitarian

aid abroad..

The carols are regularly attended by

the various Caritas from all over the

country, as well as some parishes and

even schools. The largest sums are tra-

ditionally collected in Moravia, in pla-

ces where people are very familiar with

the work of Caritas... 

After the carols are finished the

money is officially counted and sent to

a single joint account. This account is

also used for money which donors

send by postal order, bank transfers, in

the form of gifts, direct transfers from

České spořitelna ATMs, and also

money from SMS donations. The SMS

donation in the form of DMS KOLEDA

for the 2007 Three-Kings Collection

was used for the first time in the col-

lection’s history.

The joint account money generated

from the total collection is distributed

according to a pre-approved key: 

6655  %% returns to the places where the

money was collected to support local

projects

1155  %% supports diocese Caritas projects

1100  %% goes to support charity projects

for humanitarian and development aid

abroad 

55  %% supports Caritas Czech Republic

projects

55  %% is earmarked for collection costs

Supported projects
Revenue from the 2007 Three-Kings

Collection helped dozens of projects to

support people in need.. The following

is a selection:  

In tthhee  BBrrnnoo  ddiioocceessee the collection

helped equip the St. Margaret Home

IV. 

The Three-Kings Collection, which can be traced back to an old folk custom, is organised by Caritas Czech Republic
in January every year across the entire country. It is the largest volunteer event in the Czech Republic. In 2007 the
Three-Kings carols were held nationwide for the seventh time, with more than thirteen thousand six hundred carol-
ling groups taking part. The total sum collected was CZK 58,621,678.

THE 2007 THREE-KINGS
COLLECTION

A n n u a l r e p o r t C A R I T A S C Z E C H R E P U B L I C 2 0 0 716
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for mothers with children with two coo-

kers, a therapeutic swimming pool, 

a computer and new bedding textiles.

The Třebíč regional charity received 

a contribution to reconstruct the asy-

lum house for the homeless. The Znoj-

mo regional charity contributed to the

curative stay for a sick girl etc...

In tthhee ČČeesskkéé  BBuudděějjoovviiccee  ddiioocceessee

support was extended to the St. Eliza-

beth Home in Veselíčko for mothers

with children in distress, the care ser-

vice personal assistance project and

direct aid for handicapped people and

the acquisition of compensation aids

in Pelhřimov, the children’s playg-

round in the St. Dominicus Savius Cari-

tas home for mothers with children in

Prachatice and others...

In tthhee  HHrraaddeecc  KKrráálloovvéé  ddiioocceessee health

aids were purchased for the St. Joseph

House in Žireč, equipment was purcha-

sed and operations supported for the

low-threshold facility for children in

Ústí nad Orlicí, health aids and opera-

tions for the home care centre in Par-

dubice, equipment and operations for

the mid-way house in Náchod and

others.

In tthhee LLiittoomměěřřiiccee  ddiioocceessee equipment

was purchased for the mid-way house in

Česká Kamenice and the

Agapé I asylum house, the

Agapé II mid-way house and

the citizen’s advice bureau

in Teplice; the Feeler

playroom for children was

built in the Archa Family

Centre in Ústí nad Labem

and others..

In tthhee OOlloommoouucc  aarrcchh--

ddiioocceessee the money was

used to reconstruct the

Boršice old people’s

home near Uherské Hra-

diště, to purchase com-

pensation aids for Caritas

Uherský Brod, for direct

aid in Veselí nad Moravou

and in Zlín, for home

hospice care in Kyjov,

personal assistance in

Valašské Meziříčí, for the

Poniv Olomouc transport

service for handicapped

people and others. 

In tthhee OOssttrraavvaa--OOppaavvaa  ddiioocceessee  funds

were provided to help in the constructi-

on of the St. Luke Hospice in Ostrava-

Výškovice, the reconstruction of a for-

mer school to serve as an old people’s

home in Jablunkov; compensation aids

were purchased for the Odra Caritas

and a ceramic oven in the Šimon Javor-

nik stationary facility; funds were also

given to support the aged and the men-

tally ill in Opava and others.. 

In tthhee  PPllzzeeňň  ddiioocceessee the humanitarian

aid store in Chodov was enlarged, funds

were given to the beatified Hroznatý old

people’s home in Hroznětín, the home

for the aged and the disabled in Bor

near Tachov, care for the aged and peo-

ple in distress in Přeštice, a free-time

club for the young in Domažlice, the St.

Zdislava home for mothers with child-

ren in distress in Aš and others.

In tthhee PPrraagguuee  aarrcchhddiioocceessee funds were

used to support CHOPS operations and

the reconstruction of the Caritas parish

building in Vlašim, social assistance for

people with health disabilities in Dob-

říš, and the purchase of equipment for

the asylum house in Mokrovraty near

Starý Knín; funds were provided to the

stationary facility in Petrklíč in

Ledeč nad Sázavou, the Roma

Rep Sun club in Kralupy nad

Vltavou, etc..

Helping abroad 
(projects providing aid after

post-war conflicts, rebuilding

housing, aid after natural di-

sasters, humanitarian consig-

nments, among other things)..

Recipients of support include:

the Caritas Gjilan “Street Child-

ren” project in Kosovo (DCH

Brno), the Care Service in Tjačiv

in the Ukraine (OCH Třebíč); the

construction of a children’s

home in Seredné in the Ukraine

(OCH Znojmo), a holiday

trip for a group of children

from Belorus to the Czech

Republic (DCH České Budějovi-

ce), accommodation for poor

families with children in the Indian

diocese Belgaum  (DCH Hradec Králo-

vé), field social services in the Roma

community in Kojatice in Slovakia  (DCH
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Revenue from the Three King Collection 2000-2007

Diocese 2000 *) 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Brno 5 814 181 7 191 445 9 527 967 9 926 883 13 083 338 12 377 924 13276 379

České Budějovice 1 428 219 1 587 962 1 477 406 1 612 718 2 443 650 2 103 087 2 437 752

Hradec Králové 3 959 556 4 844 639 5 888 629 6 105 978 8 495 664 7 340 486 7 943 143

Litoměřice 854 064 873 122 888 402 798 823 1 050 737 801 393 813 943

Olomouc 8 414 699 10 249 081 11 021 720 13 023 396 13 613 361 19 099 832 16 670 404 17 876 963

Ostrava-Opava 5 534 726 6 696 881 7 948 867 8 284 413 11 825 762 9 701 755 10 237 433

Plzeň 1 646 103 2 093 007 2 333 830 2 241 003 3 178 338 2 646 083 2 587 729

Praha 2 439 387 2 740 395 1 705 421 2 101 009 3 091 222 3 035 710 3 448 338

Total 8 414 699 31 925 317 37 049 171 42 793 918 44 684 188 62 268 543 54 676 842 58 621 678

*) In 2000 the collection took place in the Olomouc archdiocese only.

Diocesan revenues
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Comparison of the total collection renevue 2000-2007

Number of carolling groups 2000-2007

Diocese 2000 *) 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Brno 0 1 040 1 544 1 853 2 145 2 501 2 737 2 884

České Budějovice 0 176 250 323 350 531 725 568

Hradec Králové 0 850 1 355 1 428 1 560 1 845 1 825 1 993

Litoměřice 0 100 127 171 170 257 276 319

Olomouc 1 079 1 948 2 384 2 922 3 419 3 647 3 857 4 042

ostravsko-opavská 0 910 1 228 1500 1 621 2 123 1 915 2 031

Plzeň 0 298 498 600 657 701 753 751

Praha 0 250 411 413 500 807 1 083 1 021

Total 1 079 5 572 7 797 9 210 10 422 12 412 13 171 13 609

*) In 2000 the collection took place in the Olomouc archdiocese only.

[in million CZK]

[in million CZK]

Litoměřice), the Korolevo social-pastoral centre in

the Ukraine (ACH Olomouc), the prevention of ille-

gal migration from the Ukraine and from Georgia,

and development projects in Chechnya and Ingus-

hetia in the Russian Federation (Caritas Czech

Republic Secretariat).
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HUMANITARIAN 
AND DEVELOPMENT AID

V. 

GEORGIA

Stabilisation of situation of Georgia
Citizens and prevention of Migration

Since 2005 Caritas Czech Republic has

supported small entrepreneurs and

rural communities in Georgia and starts

up protected workshops. The project,

initiated by the Ministry of the Interior

of the Czech Republic,

aims to decrease emi-

gration from the region

and is financed from

the funds of the Foreign

Development Coopera-

tion on the initiative of

the Czech Republic.

Re-qualification and
skills courses
in Tbilisi and villages
In cooperation with

Caritas Georgia, we

search for people who

have problems finding

work and need new or

additional qualification

to find a job in the

labour market. These people are then

invited to attend a variety of courses or

training programmes. At present, the

programme is designed only for those

with an education higher than seconda-

ry school. Georgia has an unemploy-

ment approximately 50 %. 

In 2007 a total of 159 people attended

training programmes as part of the pro-

ject.

RRee--qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonn  ccoouurrsseess focused on

the following professions: hairdres-

sing, physiotherapy and elementary

work with accounting software. 

AAddddiittiioonnaall  qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonn  ccoouurrsseess are

intended for people with a good chan-

ce of finding a job but who lack a spe-

cific skill, for example mastering com-

mon office software, graphic design

programmes or programmes used in

the banking sector.

SSoocciiaall  sskkiillllss  ttrraaiinniinngg focuses on

secondary school and university gradu-

ates and teaches them how to present

themselves in order to give them a bet-

ter chance of gaining employment. 

TThheeoorryy  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  ccuullttiivvaattiioonn –

three blocks of a course for fruit gro-

wers and vintners were organised in

cooperation with the University of Agri-

culture in Tbilisi. The courses were

completed by 78 farmers.

SSuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  ssmmaallll  eennttrreepprreenneeuurrss  –

business courses. So far, 20 people

have successfully completed this cour-

For many years, Caritas Czech Republic has been involved in
humanitarian aid and development cooperation abroad. The
work aims to help poverty-stricken third-world countries and
territories that have suffered from a natural disaster or war con-
flict. In 2007 Caritas built on its operations from previous years,
continuing with the development projects in Indonesia and Sri
Lanka, the North Caucasus, the Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia.
In Mongolia it continued the 2006 project for a social work
study programme. 
Through the diocesan and archdiocesan Caritas organisations,
Caritas Czech Republic also helps in other parts of the world,
in particular, in India, Haiti, Belarus, Uganda, Zimbabwe, and
Bolivia. The review below describes the specific countries in
alphabetical order.

➊ Humanitarian and development
aid abroad
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se in the Samtskhe/ Javakheti provin-

ces and 15 people in Tbilisi. A commit-

tee then decided who could continue

with individual expert consultations

about the development of small enterp-

rises. In order to implement their busi-

ness plans, prospective entrepreneurs

applied for financial subsidies within

the project framework. The people who

completed the course but did not pass

the selection process at least gained

the latest information, new skills, use-

ful contacts and an overview of the situ-

ation in the private sector. 

The following plans received support:

three milk production operations,

a food shop, the growing and proces-

sing of potatoes, bee-keeping producti-

on needs, bee-keeping, sugar producti-

on, greenhouse cucumber and potato

growing, mushroom growing, two sto-

res with food and agricultural products.

Carpet making workshop in Tbilisi
In 2007 marketing consultants helped

the workshop move towards profitabi-

lity. It became a legal person and the

management established contact with

clients. The workshop now has its own

logo and e-shop. The 24 end users

have already begun to receive regular

income from the project’s profits. In

the first half of the year the only project

connected with the carpet making

workshop was initiated.

Jewellery workshop 
The workshop retains traditional tech-

nologies for enamelling and chased

silver work. The workshop is now fully

functional. Twelve young people are

improving their skills here and receive

a small salary in addition.

INDONESIA

Caritas Czech Republic has been active

in Indonesia since 2005, when it joined

the international aid initiative following

the devastating earthquake and tsuna-

mi, which struck 26 December 2004.

The Caritas Czech Republic deve-

lopment projects program prioritises

a support for Livelihood Projects, con-

struction of houses and infrastructure,

and a therapeutic and social program

for children and youth. In 2007, Caritas

Czech Republic broadened its projects

to include victims of the long-running

civil conflict, which has afflicted Aceh

until 2005. The year 2007 also saw furt-

her natural disasters strike the region

and Caritas joined the urgent aid opera-

tion to help the victims. Caritas Czech

Republic’s annual turnover for the Indo-

nesian mission exceeds 1,300,000

euros (approximately CZK 31,200,000).

The projects are financed by Czech

donors and with the help of the interna-

tional Caritas network.

Support provided to the Livelihood
Project and rural communities
The renewal of the worst-hit area in the

Indonesian Aceh province will take

dozens of years. The tsunami destroyed

more than 75 % of all private business,

the same percentage of agricultural

land and 95 % of all fishing boats in the

Aceh province. This is why one of the

chief priorities for Czech Caritas is the

renewal of livelihood for local people.

TThhee  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt in

2007 prioritised the renewal of agrofo-

restry – the planting of long-term agri-

cultural produce (fruit trees, etc.) and

training and counselling for farmers.

Micro-credits were used to provide

funds and expert counselling to set up

a nursery for various tree seedlings.

The programme also helped women

restore their allotments so that they

can meet household needs. Efforts

were made to raise awareness of orga-

nic agriculture. 

IInn  tthhee ““AAqquuaa””  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt we

continued to support the construction

of floating fish cages and provided

everything needed (fish spawn and

feeds, counselling and training for far-

mers) for the first harvest. An associa-

tion of fish farmers was established to

help members begin operations, sell

their produce and obtain better market

conditions. The restoration of shrimp

ponds was completed this year. Far-

mers received support from the begin-

ning, as well as professional advice. 

The project includes the re-greening

and replanting of mangrove woods on

the coast. These provide natural pro-

tection and on the riverbanks serve as

a support eco-system for breeding

shrimps and fish in ponds and cages. 

The project continues to offer micro-

credits, i.e. small, interest-free loans

with long pay-back periods, which help

families or groups to start their own

small businesses. 

Construction of houses
For the people of Aceh affected by the

catastrophe it was an absolute priority

to obtain a new roof over their heads.

The Caritas strategy of comprehensive

aid saw to it that in 2007 eighty-eight

houses were completed and handed

over in three villages where the liveli-

hood project is currently underway.

Future owners from among the local

communities took active part in the

construction of the houses – from the

design phase up to direct supervision

of quality of work at the construction

site. When building houses in Indone-

sia we always have to remember that it

is a seismically active area and that

another tsunami could occur, meaning

that the houses must meet the highest

demands for quality and durability. 

Therapeutic and social programme for
children
Over the year we continued to coopera-

te with the local TALOE non-profit orga-

nization TALOE on a therapeutic and

Small business support statistics 2005 to 2007:
Year Direct End Entrepreneurs Seasonal Total end user

costs (CZK) users Employees Seasonal

2005 1 492 731 13 25 54 92

2006 1 520 691 17 70 198 285

2007 925 674 14 39 179 232

Total 3 939 096 44 134 431 609

Year Training Number of courses Number of end users Direct costs (CZK)

2005 9 65 288 066

2006 17 107 481 172

2007 11 159 380 000 

Total 941 301

training statistics 2005 to 2007:



w w w . c a r i t a s . c z 21

social programme for children. Thera-

peutic help is delivered through tradi-

tional Aceh dances and music, which

have been shown to have a good

impact on children’s mental state, as

well as helping to preserve the traditi-

ons of the local people. The first joint

project for children living in refugee

camps (up to April 2006) was transfer-

red in 2007 to schools, orphanages

and villages. 

Livelihood renewal support for civil
conflict victims
The long-running civil conflict, whose

victims come mostly from the civilian

population, has wiped out entire villa-

ges. Due to the impossibility to work

on the land planted with long-term

agricultural produce the agricultural

land was spoiled. Caritas concentrated

on an area where it had already run

projects for people affected by the tsu-

nami and sought to rehabilitate the

agricultural land, chiefly by agrofore-

stry or home allotments gardens which

provide food for the household. After

the necessary needs assessmend re-

search the project got under way in

August 2007 (with completion planned

for 2009). Twenty-one villages are cur-

rently involved.

Floods in North East Sumatra and 
in the Aceh province, earthquake 
in Western Sumatra (Padang)
In December 2006 North East Sumatra

was struck by disastrous floods and

landslides. It was the worst flooding in

the last 40 years. Because Caritas

Czech Republic was already present in

the region it could respond quickly, and

in cooperation with the local Caritas it

ensured that victims received immedia-

te help; it also organized a follow-up

development project for the renewal of

livelihood. Caritas Czech Republic pro-

vided grants to families who had lost

livestock essential for their basic liveli-

hood. The renewal of sheep and goat

breeding made it possible for families

to resume farming activities.

In March 2007 Western Sumatra was

struck by a severe earthquake. Caritas

Czech Republic and its partner carity

organizations ensured that the requi-

red aid was immediately supplied to

the communities affected. This seismi-

cally active region endured several

other strong earthquakes over the year.

Financing Caritas Czech Republic
projects in Indonesia
For aid to Indonesia Caritas Czech

Republic collected more than 29 million

CZK. These funds served to cover the

immediate aid to victims, school recon-

struction, the first therapeutic-social

programmes, part of the Livelihood Pro-

ject, the construction of housing in Jogy-

akarta, and help for victims of the floods

and earthquake in other regions of

Sumatra. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs provi-

ded 2 million CZK for immediate help

in Jogyakarta. 

From the Caritas network (Caritas

Spain, Ireland, France, Germany, Scot-

land and Italy) and from the British

NGO Oxfam we received more than 75

million CZK to support our projects.

MOLDOVA

The problem of Moldova is mass migra-

tion. Caritas’s work in this country has

focused not only on its prevention but

also on relief from difficult living con-

ditions of those who stayed, children

and elderly in particular.   

Loans (micro-credits) – counselling
In the agrarian areas deeply affected

by migration Caritas selected the villa-

ges Costesti, Huluboaia, Ciocilteni, Cli-

sova (Moldova) and Ivanovka, Picalo-
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vo, Malaesti and Crasnaia Gorca

(Transnistrian Area) and with the assi-

stance of the partner organization Pro-

RuralInvest provided specialised training

for potential farmer-entrepreneurs. After

graduation of the course the farmers pre-

pared their business plans with the assi-

stance of local experts and became eli-

gible, after its approval, to an interest-

free loan to purchase farming machinery,

fertilisers, seeds, young plants etc. This

“micro-credit” is paid back individually

within 3-5 years, usually to a local non-

profit organization, which uses the finan-

ces in compliance with a community

development plan approved in advance. 

The project thus helps not only to

develop small farms, thereby genera-

ting employment, but also helps the

wider village community and provides

an alternative to emigration, thus miti-

gating the negative effects of migration.

PPrroojjeecctt  nnaammee:: Stabilisation of potential

illegal immigrants through the creation

of new job opportunities in Moldova

IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ppeerriioodd:: 2006–2008

FFiinnaanncciiaall  lliimmiitt  ffoorr  22000077:: CZK 2,000,000 

SSoouurrccee:: Ministry of the Interior of the

Czech Republic

Preparing abandoned children for
independent life
The migration of people at a producti-

ve age logically leads to thousands of

abandoned children remaining in the

country. Those who don’t end up on

the streets are taken into boarding

schools. These currently care for

13,000 children, while at least another

100,000 fend for themselves at home

or half on the streets and half in diffi-

cult conditions with relatives or friends,

who are not able to look after them for

extended periods of time. 

The project offers children from boar-

ding schools (unreformed residential

educational institutes in the Soviet

mould) after-school activities of their

own choice, both within the boarding

schools and in the company of children

from local communities. Special trai-

ning in social and professional skills

teaches children how to move inde-

pendently in the world, which their

time in boarding schools often leaves

them unprepared for and unable to

negotiate. Caritas Czech Republic is

currently involved in four boarding

schools (Carpineni, Cazanesti, Bender-

Varnita and Cahul), and this number

was expanded by another four schools

from 2008. 

PPrroojjeecctt  nnaammee:: Support of the extracurri-

cular activities and the integration of

children from the boarding schools in

Moldova. 

IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ppeerriioodd::  2007–2008

FFiinnaanncciiaall  lliimmiitt  ffoorr  22000077:: CZK 1,235,000 

SSoouurrccee:: Ministry of Education, Youth and

Physical Training of the Czech Republic

Home care services
Migration causes family break-ups at

all levels and old people and people

with disabilities are inevitably among
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those who suffer most. Caritas endea-

vours to help them by education of the

responsible workers in the area and

strengthening of affordability and quali-

ty of home care services in the areas

where the services have so far been the

least accessible. Aside from training

and further building of capacities, the

project also entails opening of two daily

centers (Cahul and Dubasari) that provi-

de services of a daily nurses‘ station,

social activation services, outpatient

and field care services, and, at the same

time, they function as a training centre

for caregivers and other workers. 

PPrroojjeecctt  nnaammee:: Support of the develop-

ment of home care services, Moldova

IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ppeerriioodd:: 2007–2010

FFiinnaanncciiaall  lliimmiitt  ffoorr  22000077:: CZK 2,000,000 

SSoouurrccee:: Ministry of Labour and Social

Affairs of the Czech Republic

Humanitarian aid
In the spring and summer of 2007 Mol-

dova suffered a catastrophic drought,

bringing even greater hardship to the

lives of its most vulnerable people.

Acting on an initiative by the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Caritas Czech Republic

prepared a study on the harm that the

drought caused secondary victims in the

worst-hit regions in the south of Moldo-

va. The distribution of humanitarian aid

for the twinning-village of Huluboaia

was organised as part of the project.

PPrroojjeecctt  nnaammee:: Identifying secondary vic-

tims of drought in Moldova 2007

IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ppeerriioodd:: 2007

FFiinnaanncciiaall  lliimmiitt  ffoorr  22000077:: CZK 800,000 

SSoouurrccee:: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

Czech Republic

Day centre for Transnistrian children
in Bendery
Children from the families of migrants,

and those from a socially disadvanta-

ged background, meet every workday

in a charity day centre. Under professi-

onal supervision they are encouraged

to develop their artistic abilities and

make new friendships. By learning

these new skills children gain the self-

confidence necessary to deal with their

often tragic life situation. The project is

also constructing a new free time

house, which is already partly in opera-

tion. Caritas Czech Republic has been

involved in this Transnistrian project

since 2003.

PPrroojjeecctt  nnaammee:: Day centre in Bendery

IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ppeerriioodd::  2003-2010

FFiinnaanncciiaall  lliimmiitt  ffoorr  22000077:: CZK 130,000 

SSoouurrccee:: Three-Kings Collection

MONGOLIA

Social work programme
In autumn 2006, Caritas Czech Repub-

lic began working on a project intended

for social work students and existing

social workers in Ulaanbaatar in Mon-

golia. The project arose as a response

to the many social problems that endu-

re in Mongolian society (high levels of

alcoholism, domestic violence, the

sexual abuse of children, juvenile crime

or the difficulties faced by old people

and people with health and mental

disabilities). 

The project aims to improve social

work education by focusing on the

quality of theoretical training and gai-

ning practical experience. The pro-

gramme should benefit the individuals

and groups which will use the services

of social workers. 

Study support
This project is conducted in close coo-

peration with four Ulaanbaatar faculties

and several NGOs providing social ser-

vices.

Support comes in the form of a scho-

larship for students of social work. Stu-

dents can apply what they learn in

month-long practical internships in

selected NGOs and state facilities and

gain practical experience.

Study centre
In 2007 Caritas Czech Republic set up

a study centre for students of social

work in premises not far from the local

faculties and student colleges. The offi-

ce has six computers with Internet

access, work desks and a library conta-

ining almost nine hundred volumes on

social work. The centre is open not only

to students but also to university tea-

chers and anyone with an interest in

social work. 

Training existing social workers
The Caritas Czech Republic Study

Centre holds regular training and tea-

ching sessions for university teachers

and social workers. 

PPrroojjeecctt  nnaammee:: Preparing and starting up a so-

cial work study programme (Ulaanbaatar)

PPrroojjeecctt  llooccaattiioonn:: Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar

PPrroojjeecctt  bbuuddggeett:: CZK 12,200,000 

SSoouurrccee:: Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

of the Czech Republic

PPaarrttnneerr  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  ppaarrttiicciippaattiinngg  iinn  tthhee  PPrroo--

jjeecctt:: DCH Litoměřice

SENEGAL

In 2007 we continued to support the

Austrian Caritas “Profemme” project

aimed to making education accessible

to women and women’s groups in

remote parts of the Tambacounda regi-

on. Apart from teaching reading and

writing skills, the project also supports

small business operations and seeks

to lighten the load of domestic work.

Much of the project focuses on hygiene

and health (constructing new medical

facilities, purchasing medication, staff

training and information campaigns on

AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria).
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NORTH CAUCASUS

The protracted armed conflict weakened

entire generations in the Northern Cau-

casus. Military operations and the sub-

sequent occupation destroyed villages

and municipal infrastructure and almost

obliterated economic activity; most buil-

dings were destroyed and inhabitants

were forced to leave their homes. The

population’s evacuation and the lack of

infrastructure caused the quality of soci-

al services to decline, particularly in the

education and medical sectors. The situ-

ation is slowly improving but the war’s

legacy and high poverty persist. The

Northern Caucasus remains one of the

poorest regions of the Russian Federati-

on and almost 90 % of the Chechnya

population, and 60 % of people in

Ingushetia, live below the poverty line. 

Caritas Czech Republic has been active

in the Northern Caucasus since 2000.

Its priorities in year 2007 included pro-

jects in the sphere of pre-school edu-

cation; consulting centres and commu-

nity development, food security and

HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment.

1. Pre-school education

The pre-school education projects are

based on an individual approach to the

child, the integration of socially disa-

dvantaged children and children with

special needs, and the active partici-

pation of parents and the local com-

munity in the education process. 

Community Based Early Childhood Pro-
gramme in the Republic of Chechnya
This project, established in September

2006, provided pre-school education

for 320 socially disadvantaged children

and children with special needs. In

2007, the reconstructed and fully equip-

ped children’s centres in four Chechen

villages provided with pre-school edu-

cation 160 children. The project was

financed from the funds of the Caritas

network through Caritas Switzerland. It

is planned to not only continue with the

project in following year but also increa-

se the number of attending children. 

Placed funds in 2007:  EUR 177,976 (app-

roximately CZK 4.5 million)

Centres for Early Childhood Develop-
ment in the Republic of Ingushetia
In the previous years we have set up 4

centres in refugee camps in Ingushetia,

providing care to 590 pre-school child-

ren, including socially disadvantaged

children and children with special needs.

The care not only includes pre-school

education but also full nutrition meals,

medical care and psychological help. The

project of pre-school centres was closed

in June 2007 and in the autumn the child

centres were transferred to local non-

governmental organisations.

The project was financed from the funds

of the Caritas network (Caritas Espanola

and Secours Catholique).

Placed funds in 2007: EUR 137,000 (app-

roximately 3.5 million CZK) 

Pre-school preparatory classes in the
Republic of Chechnya 
In total 24 pre-school preparatory clas-

ses for children of returned refugees we-

re founded to enable them to enrol in

elementary school. Again, special atten-

tion was given to children with special

needs.

In 2007 the preparatory classes were

attended by 1,200 children.  The pro-

gramme of the pre-school preparatory

classes was closely linked to the needs

of the elementary schools, which took

over the running of preparatory clas-

ses after the project was ended. An

important part of the programme is

teaching of Russian language, since

many Chechen children in pre-school

age can not speak Russian. Caritas

Czech Republic administered the pre-

school preparatory classes in coopera-

tion with ECHO (European Commissio-

n’s Humanitarian Office), CAFOD and

Secours Catholique. 

Placed funds in 2007: EUR 344,134 (app-

roximately 9 million CZK)

Individual help for children
Individual donors from the Czech

Republic make small donations for

children affected by the war in Chech-

nya. The raised money has particularly

been used for medicines, visits of doc-

tors-specialists, school-fees for pre-

school education centres. The econo-

mic situation of these children’s famili-

es is carefully monitored every three

months to make sure that the funds are

placed where they are most needed.

Placed funds in 2007: EUR 17,920 (appro-

ximately CZK 450,000)

2. HIV/AIDS Programme 
in the Republic of Chechnya

Since 2006 Caritas Czech Republic has

been running this project in cooperation

with the Ministry of Health of Chechen

Republic, the Chechnya Centre for the

Prevention and Combating of HIV/AIDS

and the non-governmental organisation

(NGO) LIFE. In 2007 the project focused

mainly on the following activities:

Training programmes for doctors and

medium-level medical staff/students/

prison staff/ prisoners. The objective of

this part of the project is to fight aga-

inst the stigmatisation and discrimina-

tion of people living with the HIV/AIDS.

The training programmes focused on

obtaining basic information about

HIV/AIDS, routes of transfer, diagnos-

tics, clinical and ethical aspects of tre-

atment.

NGO LIFE mainly helps people living

with HIV/AIDS and their relatives, to

whom it provides psycho-social advice.

LIFE also organises regular meeting of

self-help groups of people living with

HIV/AIDS, takes part in the creation of

information materials about the pre-

vention and treatment of HIV/AIDS,

and supports the representation of

interests of people living with HIV/

AIDS. The project is planned to conti-

nue in the following year. 

The project was financially suppor-

ted from the funds of the Caritas net-

work by the English and French Caritas

(CAFOD, Secours Catholique). 

Placed funds in 2007:  EUR 89,514 (app-

roximately CZK 2.4 million)

3. Consulting and Community
development in the Republic
of Chechnya

The network of consulting centres is

integrated within the local NGO called

POZITIV, which in 2007 provided adviso-

ry services in various fields (education,

labour law, civil law, health care, social

issues) to more than 12,000 clients in

Capital Grozny and in 8 neighbouring

villages.

In 2007 the project also focused on

the community development of the

Chechnya countryside, aiming to gain

local people’s cooperation in solving

their community’s problems (e.g. the

planting of a park, repair of a library,

maintenance of a nursery school etc.).

The project was financed with funds
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from the Caritas network (CAFOD, Cor-

daid).

Placed funds in 2007: EUR 222,816 (app-

roximately CZK 5.6 million)

4. Dining Halls in the Republic
of Chechnya 

The Caritas dining halls were opened

in 2006 in four selected areas of Capi-

tal Grozny. They provided daily one

warm meal and organized social activi-

ties for socially vulnerable inhabitants

of Grozny. These are mainly disabled

people, orphans, the elderly, widows

and socially weak families with high

number of children. The project has

been implemented in cooperation with

the WFP (the World Food Programme)

and the Ministry of Labour and Social

Development of Chechen Republic. 

The project was financed from the

funds of the Caritas network (DCV, Cor-

daid).

Placed funds in 2007: EUR 295,197 (app-

roximately CZK 7.6 million)

5. Psycho-social help for handicapped
children and support of visually impa-
ired children 
In the field of children education, Cari-

tas Czech Republic also runs two minor

projects focused on physically handi-

capped children:

a) The “We are Together” project of

psycho-social assistance for physically

handicapped children and their pa-

rents, is organized in cooperation with

the local non-governmental organizati-

on SINTEM. 

b) The organization of leisure activities

for visually impaired children 

Both projects were financed from the

funds of the Caritas Czech Republic –

from the  Three-Kings Collection.

Placed funds in 2007: EUR 19,419 (appro-

ximately CZK 0.5 million)

SERBIA

In 2007 the two projects launched in

Serbia the previous year by Caritas

Czech Republic and Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, being the donor, were merged

into one. This made it possible to con-

tinue their activities, which had alrea-

dy shown signs of promise. The “Stabi-

lisation of Serb Society” project focu-

sed primarily on helping the people of

Serbia and Montenegro regain the

legal status as citizens that they enjoy-

ed before the war of the 1990s, during

which their homes and property were

destroyed and they were forced to emi-

grate. Now that they’ve returned they

find themselves in a complicated situ-

ation, as large groups of Roma live

here outside the majority population.

They were moved from their homes in

Kosovo or other parts of the former

Yugoslavia and forced to seek refuge in

territories untouched by the war or in

Western Europe. The principle of eth-

nic-cleansing meant that land records

and birth registers were often destroy-

ed. The Roma living in temporary sett-

lements on the peripheries of Belgrade

who lost their personal documents

when fleeing the war officially do not

exist. Their domiciles have no official

address and for two years they have-

n’t been able even to use the so-called

B status, which was a sort of tempora-

ry way out of this situation. Caritas

Czech Republic thus offered assistance

in obtaining documents in Serbia,

Kosovo and Montenegro. Another form

of help to the Roma population were

the re-qualification courses at Belgra-

de University and consequent assi-

stance in finding employment. The

Roma have shown much interest in

these courses and are already enjoying

their benefits. 

The second part of the project focused
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on the religious sphere. Caritas Czech

Republic has tried to arrange dialogue

between the main leaders of the diffe-

rent religions, i.e. the Orthodox, the

Muslims and the Catholics. Religious

authorities have great influence over the

people of the region and can affect the

overall atmosphere in society. The

objective was to deepen ecumenical and

inter-religious dialogue via organizing

regular meetings, lectures, seminars,

sightseeing of historical monuments of

one of the churches and cultural events.

The project partners were the Caritas

Belgrade Archdiocese and the Office

for National Minorities in the Palilule

district of Belgrade.

SRI LANKA

Caritas Czech Republic launched its

operations in Sri Lanka immediately

after the humanitarian catastrophe cau-

sed by the tsunami of 26 December

2004. Development aid to help the vic-

tims continued in 2007. The Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic

assisted in providing short-term assi-

stance to victims of the armed conflict.

Caritas Czech Republic works in the Bat-

ticaloa province in the eastern part of

the island.

HELPING VICTIMS OF THE TSUNAMI

1. pre-school education
This part of the project involves the

construction or repair of pre-school

facilities destroyed during the tsuna-

mi, equipping kindergartens with fur-

niture, teaching aids and toys; it also

works with the communities, provides

professional training for teachers and

secures financing for the schools.

((RRee))ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  ddaammaaggeedd  

bbuuiillddiinnggss

After researching the situation in the

region it was decided to repair 27 pre-

school facilities and build 18 new kin-

dergartens.

In 2007 Caritas Czech Republic built 4

kindergartens and reconstructed 6 buil-

dings. Each was equipped with furniture

and teaching materials and toys. The det-

eriorating security situation meant that

construction work had to be interrupted

for a short time. Next year we intend to

repair and construct 16 buildings.

TTeeaacchheerr  ttrraaiinniinngg

The training organized by Caritas Czech

Republic gives teachers from pre-scho-

ol facilities the chance to broaden their

professional skills. Training program-

mes employ the “Montessori” system,

which has a long tradition in Sri Lanka.

SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittiieess

Caritas supports local communities

with small loans (micro-credits). Inte-

rest from these loans covers costs for

teachers’ pay and building maintenan-

ce. Work with communities (informati-

on about the loans and their repay-

ment, how to open an account, financi-

al advice) is arranged by our partner,

the local NGO called PPDRO.

SScchhooooll  bbooaatt  iinn NNaavvaallaaddyy

In 2007 Caritas Czech Republic financi-

ally supported the Caritas EHED charity

project in the village Navalady. This

facilitated the daily transport of child-

ren to the school on the other side of

the lagoon. 

2. Green beld
This part of the programme arranged

for the affected coastal areas to be

planted with coconut palms and keshu-

rin trees. The trees reinforce the coast,

reduce soil erosion and will later provi-

de a livelihood for the local people. 

3. Field work with refugees
Caritas Czech Republic cooperated on

this programme with the local FCE

organization. The assistance and coun-

selling services provided in refugee

camps, as well as in the families most

severely affected by the tsunami, have

helped people come to terms with the

loss of loved ones and the trauma they

experienced. The project was financed

by the Caritas Sweden.

Helping victims of war

IImmmmeeddiiaattee  aaiidd  pprroojjeecctt  ffoorr  wwaarr  rreeffuuggeeeess

The project arranged psycho-social

support for people who have been for-

ced to remain in refugee camps. Those

who returned to their homes have

been provided with equipment essen-

tial for their trades, thus ensuring their

livelihood. Support has been given to

masons, tilers, wheel repairers, far-

mers, fishermen and barbers. The pro-

ject was financed by the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic.

SUDAN

In 2007 Caritas Czech Republic financi-

ally supported the DERO project (DERO

- Darfur Emergency Response Operati-

ons) aimed at helping refugees in the

Dafur province in the west of Sudan.

We also supported the British Caritas

(CAFOD) project, which aims to help

refugees in the Khartoum region.

PPrroojjeeccttss  iinncclluuddee::

● distribution of food and non-food aid

in refugee camps for 65,000 families.

● reconstruction and operation of me-

dical facilities and provision of basic

medicines (a total of 26 medical facili-

ties)

● care for undernourished children

and pregnant mothers.           

● the running of elementary schools

for children of refugees. 

● securing water in refugee camps and

sinking new wells in destroyed villages.

UKRAINE

In 2007 Caritas Czech Republic conti-

nued working on social development

projects in Ukraine. Formerly a part of

the USSR, Ukraine is currently encoun-

tering economic problems, with high

level of unemployment in some regi-

ons. The social services sector is very

weak in Ukraine.. For economic rea-

sons many Ukrainians choose to leave

their country to seek employment

abroad, especially in the EU.. Having

little knowledge of the legal possibiliti-

es for working in the EU countries, and

with their traditional distrust for insti-

tutions, people often turn to middle-

men, who commonly work illegally or

semi-legally. When abroad the mig-

rants became an easy target for crime.

Caritas Czech Republic has thus focu-

sed on reducing illegal migration from

Ukraine to the Czech Republic.

Caritas Czech Republic cooperates

on these projects with Ukrainian part-

ner organizations in the following regi-

ons: Transcarpathian Ukraine (Uzhgo-

rod), Western Ukraine (Lvov), Eastern

Ukraine (Kharkov). The programmes

focus mainly on: 1) people who have

decided to work abroad but lack ade-

quate information on the possibilities

for legal employment in the EU, and 2)

socially disadvantaged groups, among

whom there is a strong likelihood they
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will try to solve their critical social situ-

ation by going abroad.

The project included our support for

consulting centres in the towns of Lvov

(Western Ukrainian Resource Centre),

Uzhgorod (Caritas Mukačevo) and

Kharkov (Social Service of Assistance).

In these centres Ukrainian citizens

receive information about the legal

possibilities for working abroad; cli-

ents learn about the documents nee-

ded for their stay, how to get a visa and

the risks associated with working ille-

gally in the Czech Republic. 

In 2007 Caritas in Ukraine linked up

with the work of the consulting centres

mentioned above by launching a pilot

project (financed by the Ministry of the

Interior of the Czech Republic) which

provides an assistance and advisory

service for potential migrants seeking

employment. In September 2007 the

project was expanded to include activi-

ties from the public tender issued by

the Ministry of Labour and Social Affa-

irs of the Czech Republic: Implementa-

tion of activities for the prevention of

illegal labour migration to the Czech

Republic from the Ukraine. This made

it possible to guarantee the operations

of Czech assistance centres (Prague,

Brno, Pilsen, Litoměřice and Hradec

Králové) which provide advice on pos-

sibilities for legal employment for

Ukrainian migrants in the Czech

Republic. They also raise awareness of

the risks associated with illegal emplo-

yment for Czech employers and Ukrai-

nian citizens intending to emigrate or

who are already living in the Czech

Republic; in addition, they offer assi-

stance to prospective labour migrants

in contact with prospective employers,

the Czech embassy and other entities

when leaving to work in the Czech

Republic so that there are fewer inci-

dents of these people being abused by

people operating outside the law. 

One of the socially vulnerable

groups in Kiev, the capital of Ukraine,

are the “street children”. These are

children from socially or economically

dysfunctional families, orphans, juve-

niles leaving children’s homes without

a social background to go to. These

children can find help in the children

crisis centre run by the Aspern Fund,

a Kiev organization. Here the “street

children” receive professional social,

medical, psychological and educatio-

nal assistance. Social workers also

work with the families of these child-

ren. Especially the provision of these

services (work with families of children

at risk) is financially supported from

the funds of Caritas Czech Republic

projects.
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NATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Advice centres for foreign nationals
and refugees
Caritas Czech Republic operates a net-

work of specialized advice centres for

foreign nationals and refugees at the

diocesan carities in Brno, České Budě-

jovice, Hradec Králové, Litoměřice,

Ostrava, Plzeň, and Prague, and runs

an advice centre for long-term legally

settled foreigners at the Česká Lípa

Parish Caritas. These advice centres

offer foreign nationals, regardless of

their residence status, free social and

basic legal guidance and assistance,

accompany them to meetings (at aut-

horities, embassies, police stations),

and provide interpreting and translati-

on services, assistance with finding

accommodation and employment,

contacts and information, and in war-

ranted cases minor material or financi-

al assistance. Some advice centres

also offer integration courses (e.g.

DCH Hradec Králové, DCH České Budě-

jovice, DCH Plzeň and DCH Brno). In

2007, the advice centre for foreign nati-

onals in Ostrava (St. Alexander Caritas)

was closed. In 2006, the charity advice

centres served 2,200 clients.

Hostels for foreign nationals with
the status of „sufferance“
In 2007, the Litoměřice Diocesan Cari-

tas operated two hostels for foreigners

holding sufferance visas (Litoměřice,

Brozany nad Ohří) under a contract with

the MoI Refugee Facility Administrati-

on. Here, clients receive accommodati-

on and social assistance (in particular

social and basic legal guidance, soluti-

ons and the prevention of tension bet-

ween the foreigners housed in the hos-

tels, translation and interpreting servi-

ces, material assistance, etc.).

In 2007, accommodation was made

available to 30 users in Litoměřice and

18 users in Brozany nad Ohří.

ACTIVITIES AT INTEGRATION AND
RESIDENCE FACILITIES

Legal and social guidance in asylum
facilities
Diocesan Caritas workers regularly go

to the residence and integration cent-

res of the SUZ MoI in Kostelec nad Orli-

cí, Jaroměř-Josefov (DCH Hradec Králo-

vé), Zastávka u Brna (DCH Brno), and

Ústí nad Labem-Předlice (DCH Litomě-

řice), and provide clients with informa-

tion about the obligations of a party to

asylum procedure, about refugee

legislation and about the system of

state administration in this field. Wor-

kers help prepare papers connected

with refugee proceedings (e.g. actions

against the rejection of an application

for asylum).

Humanitarian clothing stores
in asylum centres
Caritas operates humanitarian clothes

stores in SUZ MoI asylum and detenti-

on facilities. In 2007, it ran this service

at the following facilities: PrS Prague-

Ruzyně Airport and ZZC Velké Přílepy

(clothes service operated by ACH Pra-

gue), PoS Zastávka u Brna (DCH Brno),

PoS Kostelec nad Orlicí (DCH Hradec

Králové) ZZC Bělá-Jezová and Stráž pod

Ralskem (Česká Lípa), PrS Vyšní Lhoty

(St. Alexander Caritas).

Free time activities
In several SUZ MoI facilities, Caritas

Czech Republic organizes free time

workshops; it also organizes and sup-

ports sports and cultural activities for

adults and children. It arranges sports

matches, exhibitions, Christmas get-

togethers, excursions and holiday

camps for the children of foreigners.

DCH Hradec Králové makes financial

contributions to cultural and sports

events for children in the asylum resi-

dence centre, and organizes trips and

competitions. It also earmarks funding

for gifted children who are involved in

various extra-curricular special-interest

activities or who attend secondary

school. DCH Brno worked with volunte-

ers to organize a number of sports

afternoons for children and young peo-

ple, trips into the countryside and visits

to cultural monuments, events to mark

International Refugee Day, Internatio-

➋ Helping needy foreigners in the Czech Republic

One of the areas in which Caritas seeks to play a role is in helping foreigners and refugees who have been hounded
out of their own country by military conflict, persecution or poverty. Caritas Czech Republic has been active in this
field of assistance since 1994. The assistance provided to foreigners would not be possible without contributions
from public authorities, donors, sponsors and volunteers who have given money, materials and time.



w w w . c a r i t a s . c z 29

nal Children's Day, open days, etc., at

the asylum residence centre in Zastáv-

ka u Brna. In the Litoměřice diocese,

FCH Česká Lípa organized several acti-

vities for asylum seekers at IAS Stráž

pod Ralskem in 2007. ACH Prague, in

cooperation with volunteers, arranged

free time activities for foreign natio-

nals at PrS Prague-Ruzyně in 2007.

Workshops
DCH Hradec Králové runs a wood-car-

ving workshop and handiwork works-

hop for women at the asylum residen-

ce centre in Kostelec nad Orlicí; in

2006, a music workshop was set up

here. St. Alexander Caritas operates

a wood-carving workshop and sewing

workshop at PrS Vyšní Lhoty; in PoS

Zastávka u Brna, DCH Brno runs a craft

workshop for women, and in 2006

a music workshop was formed here.

ACTIVITIES IN RECEPTION CENTRES
FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS

Prague-Ruzyně Airport Reception
Centre
ACH Prague, as part of a project laun-

ched in 2000, monitors the immigrati-

on situation at Prague Airport; at the

Prague-Ruzyně Airport Reception Cent-

re, it offers legal, social and special

guidance and material assistance, and

arranges free time activities for appli-

cants seeking international protection.

Vyšní Lhoty Reception Centre
During 2007, St Alexander Caritas pro-

vided legal guidance to applicants for

international protection at the Vyšní

Lhoty Reception Centre. It also opera-

ted sewing and wood-carving works-

hops and a humanitarian clothing

store at the facility.

ACTIVITIES IN DETENTION FACILITIES
FOR FOREIGNERS
In 2007, Caritas continued its activities

in detention facilities for foreigners.

The aim of these activities is to monitor

respect for human rights, provide soci-

al and legal guidance and material

assistance, and to organize cultural

and free time events at the facilities:

Velké Přílepy (ACH Prague)
ACH Prague has been operating at the

facilities in Velké Přílepy since 2000.

Until 30 April 2007, the establishment

here was used as a branch of the Pra-

gue-Ruzyně Reception Centre. From 1

May 2007 to 20 December 2007, there

was a Detention Facility for Foreigners

here. Since the amendment to the Asy-

lum Act entered into effect (i.e. 21

December 2007), the facility has rever-

ted back to its status as a reception

centre. Since 2006, Caritas has opera-

ted a humanitarian clothing program-

me for clients at the facility. Services

provided by ACH Prague include legal

guidance, especially in asylum proce-

dure, judicial proceedings related to

asylum cases, administrative expulsi-

on, family law and voluntary repatriati-

on. It is also involved in social advice,

spiritual care and material assistance

(clothing, hygiene products, phone-

cards, small purchases). Since 2004,

ACH Prague's female workers have

held preventive discussions for per-

sons potentially or actually at risk of

trafficking in human beings (forced

labour, forced prostitution). Leaflets

and brochures containing information

and important numbers for advice

centres, the police, etc., were distribu-

ted to those visiting these discussions.

This project of preventive discussions

is co-financed by the European Refu-

gee Fund.

Bělá-Jezová (FCH Česká Lípa)
In 2007, FCH Česká Lípa mainly organi-

zed free time activities here for detai-

ned foreigners and operated a humani-

tarian clothing store. Since 2004, ACH

Prague's female workers have held

preventive discussions for persons

potentially or actually at risk of traffic-

king in human beings.

Frýdek-Místek
(St Alexander Caritas)
In 2007, St Alexander Carity ran

a humanitarian clothing store in the

detention facility in Frýdek-Místek.

ASSISTANCE FOR VICTIMS OF
TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS
This project, focusing on assistance for

victims of trafficking in human beings,

has been operated by ACH Prague since

2001 with financial assistance from the

MoLSA, MoI, Prague City Hall and the

ERF. The project is geared towards

● preventive and educational activiti-

es – preventive discussions for per-

sons at risk of trafficking in human

beings (with interpreting into their

mother tongue) – at PrS Velké Přílepy

and ZZC Bělá-Jezová.

● and direct help for victims of traffic-

king in human beings – the provision

of basic emergency intervention and

aftercare, social and legal guidance,

including assistance in applying for

personal documents, sheltered accom-

modation, and the intermediation of

health and psychological care. Clients

may also draw on a range of retraining

and self-learning courses.

INTEGRATION OF FOREIGN
NATIONALS INTO CZECH SOCIETY

Multicultural centres (MKC)
Centres provide a place for legal, long-

term settled foreign nationals and

recognized refugees to meet, take

courses and foster social ties with

each other and members of majority

society. The centres are designed for

foreigners who are interested in inte-

gration while preserving their own

identity. The centres try to break down

majority society's stereotypical views

and prejudices.

● MKC Plzeň
In 2007, DCH Plzeň organized a number

of events in Plzeň, Cheb, Klatovy and

Karlovy Vary that were also open to the

general public: multicultural evenings,

discussions, informal meetings of re-

cognized refugees, expert seminars for

the public, and discussions with pupils.

Lectures concentrated on Kurdistan,

Belarus, Germany, Bangladesh and

Ukraine and in all cases were presented

by foreigners. Other activities by MKC

Plzeň in 2007 included expert seminars

on the Czech Republic's accession to

the Schengen area and informal events

for refugees, e.g. a New Year get-toget-

her for recognized refugees from Klato-

vy, garden parties for recognized refu-

gees, an excursion for the children of

recognized refugees to Plzeň Zoo and

Karlovy Vary, etc. MKC Plzeň also prepa-

red an exhibition of photographs by

Petr Šilhánek called Countries on the

Edge – Georgia, Ukraine, Moldova. MKC

events in 2007 were attended by more

than 700 people.

● MKC České Budějovice
The multicultural centre has been ope-
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rating as part of the České Budějovice

Diocesan Caritas since May 2003. Regu-

lar MKC activities include free Czech les-

sons for foreigners, free conversation in

English (and other languages), mee-

tings of MKC friends, and sports after-

noons. The centre occasionally arranges

lectures, discussions, exhibitions, con-

certs, excursions and other activities

(e.g. free computer lessons). Clients of

the multicultural centre can also draw

on social-law guidance.

● MKC Brno
The multicultural centre at DCH Brno

was set up in 2006. It is designed not

only for recognized refugees, foreign

nationals seeking asylum, foreigners

with long-term or short-term residen-

ce, and even Czech citizens who want

to learn about other cultures. A special

invitation is made to employers willing

to employ foreign nationals. Foreig-

ners are also helped to integrate into

Czech society by means of informative

meetings for foreign nationals (gui-

dance on finding a job, exhibitions and

discussions for the public, discussions

and advice for employers and compa-

nies, and open multicultural eve-

nings).

Support for the integration of fore-
ign nationals

DCH Brno network project
This social and legal advice project

seeks to support the integration of

foreign nationals granted either per-

manent or long-term residence. In the

context of DCH Brno, contributions are

made to the project by the Brno, Blan-

sko, Jihlava and Hodonín charities,

where specialized advice centres for

foreigners are operated. The project

strives to inform the Czech public

about the problems encountered by

foreigners and tries to foster relations

between foreign nationals and Czech

citizens.

Integration of compatriots from
Kazakhstan
As part of the state programme for the

Resettlement of Compatriots from

Kazakhstan (MoI), DCH Plzeň arranged

for social company for one family of

compatriots in the Town of Klatovy,

and organized language lessons for

two repatriated families in the City of

Plzeň.

Courses for foreign nationals
Caritas organizes courses for foreigners

with various types of residence status

that are designed to help them integra-

te into society and successfully find

a job. In 2007, DCH Litoměřice contribu-

ted integration courses for recognized

refugees to an SUZ project co-financed

by the European Refugee Fund, which

was designed to provide advice and

education to recognized refugees hou-

sed at the Integration Asylum Centre in

Ústí nad Labem. DCH Litoměřice organi-

zed integration information courses

about the Czech Republic and for the

acquisition of the social-law and cultu-

ral knowledge and skills necessary to

integrate into society. In 2007, there

were 34 courses lasting 71.5 hours and

attended by 99 people. In 2007, FCH

Česká Lípa held a similar course on

Czech studies for recognized refugees,

which was available to clients accom-

modated at IAS Stráž pod Ralskem. 

Integration courses for foreigners
The Advice Centre for Foreigners atta-

ched to DCH Hradec Králové ran a pro-

ject to further the integration of foreign

nationals and recognized refugees

(financed under the JROP programme).

Besides advice and free time activities,

it also focuses on educational program-

mes – free Czech lessons and computer

lessons in Hradec Králové. The MKC

centre at DCH České Budějovice provi-

des foreigners with free Czech lessons,

free conversation in English (and other

languages) and, based on interest from

clients, free computer lessons. The

MKC centre at DCH Brno offers foreig-

ners free computer lessons and free

Internet access (the possibility of indi-

vidual job searches). The Advice Centre

for Foreigners and Refugees in Plzeň

launched Czech courses for foreigners

in August 2007. These are low-thres-

hold courses intended for the broadest

group of interested persons. PRO cour-

ses for groups of 4-10 persons are held

regularly every Wednesday from 5:00

p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Participants pay

a contribution of CZK 10 for 90 minutes.

MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION

Prevention of illegal migration 
in countries of origin
In recent years, the Czech Republic has

become a recipient country for nume-

rous economic immigrants. In this res-

pect, Caritas is developing direct assi-

stance in the countries from which

these immigrants originate. Caritas

Czech Republic's humanitarian aid and

development assistance department,

in liaison with the association's migra-

tion department, ran projects in Ukrai-

ne and Moldova aimed at preventing

illegal immigration into the Czech

Republic. Since 2002, DCH Litoměřice

has managed a project in the Roma

settlement of Kojatice, in the Prešov

district in Eastern Slovakia, that con-

centrates on free time, sports and edu-

cational activities for Roma children

and young people.

Assistance system 
for the employment of the citizens
of Ukraine
From 1 January to 31 December 2007,

Caritas Czech Republic implemented

a project of international development

cooperation supported by the MoI, cal-

led Preventing Abuse of the Workforce

on the European Labour Market, with

a particular focus on the Czech Repub-

lic. From 1 September 2007 to 31 March

2008, it worked on an MoLSA public

contract called 'Realization of activities

with a preventive effect on illegal work

immigration into the Czech Republic

from Ukraine' The interlinking of these

two projects gave rise to the Assistan-

ce System.

The programme focused on the

legal, free intermediation of employ-

ment for Ukrainian citizens in the

Czech Republic, as well as on guidance

for potential immigrants to the Czech

Republic, for Ukrainians already living

in the Czech Republic and for Czech

employers interested in employing

foreigners. An important part of this

programme was the provision of direct

assistance in the handling of applicati-

ons for work permits and visas of more

than 90 days for employment purpo-

ses, the intermediation of accommo-

dation, transport, and contact details

for institutions.

The programme included a publicity

campaign in Ukraine (three presentati-

ons for the public, the distribution of

information materials and dozens of

seminars for potential immigrants to

the Czech Republic) and in the Czech

Republic (three presentations for

employers and three presentations for
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employment offices, organized by the

IOM Prague). A website was created for

the programme at www.praceproukra-

jince.cz.

Contributions to the programme

were made by five assistance centres

for labour immigrants from Ukraine (at

DCH Brno, Hradec Králové, Litoměřice,

Plzeň, and ACH Prague) and by three

consultancy centres (partner organiza-

tions in Uzhgorod, Lvov and Charkov)

and the Caritas Czech Republic secreta-

riat. Contributors from state administ-

ration included the MoLSA, the MoI,

employment offices, labour inspectora-

tes and the aliens police. Information

about the migration situation and con-

sulting was provided to 2,200 people

under this system in 2007. Four hund-

red Czech employers were approached,

and a hundred used the system's servi-

ces. Legal employment was arranged

for several dozen people.

Medevac Project
In 2007, the Prague Archdiocesan Cari-

ty again helped organize the Medevac

Project, which is designed for child

patients who are at risk of losing their

life and who cannot be treated in their

home country. The programme is

financed by MoI.

ACH Prague provided children being

treated in the Czech Republic and their

guardians with social services, saw to

their material needs and organized

free time activities. During 2007, ten

sick children from Kosovo and one

child from Georgia arrived in the Czech

Republic under the Medevac Project.

The children underwent operations ay

the Motol and Na Bulovce Teaching

Hospital in Prague and spent a month

of convalescence at a children's treat-

ment centre.

Education of Belarusian students
in the Czech Republic
In autumn 2006, ACH Prague, with the

support of the Czech Ministry of Fore-

ign Affairs and in cooperation with part-

ner charities in Belarus, started assis-

ting talented Belarusian students who

do not have the opportunity to study in

their homeland. On completing a one-

year foundation course of Czech, the

young people have been studying at

universities in Prague, Olomouc and

Ústí nad Labem since September 2007.

ACH Prague is responsible for their

material needs. The Belarusian stu-

dents have been involved in the work

of ACH Prague as volunteers in the

preparation of free time programmes

at PrS Prague-Ruzyně and the Velké

Přílepy facility, and also help out

with the Medevac Project.

WORK WITH THE PUBLIC
Caritas workers strive to inform the

Czech public about foreigner issues

by way of exhibitions and lectures in

order to help eliminate prejudices

and to help develop relations betwe-

en foreign nationals and their com-

munities with Czech citizens.

Cooperation with the media
Workers from DCH Brno, České

Budějovice, Hradec Králové, Litomě-

řice, Plzeň and ACH Prague provided

information about their activities

and about foreigner issues through

articles in the regional and national

press, made contributions and gave

interviews to regional and national

radio and television stations, and dis-

seminated informative leaflets.

Discussions, lectures
In 2007, DCH Plzeň workers organized

another cycle of interactive discussions

with the students of primary and secon-

dary schools, called Foreigners and Us,

which received financial support from

Plzeň City Hall. In 2007, 61 discussions

were held on the theme of refugees, dif-

ferences, models of co-existence with

new arrivals and the life of recognized

refugees in the Czech Republic. Workers

at DCH České Budějovice's advice cent-

re for immigrants and refugees contri-

buted to lectures at the Faculty of Theo-

logy and Health and Social Affairs, Uni-

versity of South Bohemia, and at gram-

mar schools, secondary nursing scho-

ols and other secondary schools in the

České Budějovice area. 

Exhibitions, concerts
In 2007, Caritas workers organized

exhibitions or concerts within the

scope of the events of the multicultural

centres (DCH Brno, České Budějovice

and Plzeň) and on other occasions.

COORDINATION OF WORK IN THE
CONTEXT OF CARITAS CZECH
REPUBLIC
The Caritas Czech Republic national

immigration coordinator methodologi-

cally coordinates immigration activiti-

es in individual dioceses, provides an

information service and professional

guidance, and manages an expert col-

legium on immigration and refugee

issues within the charities. The coordi-

nator is also a member of the Intermi-

nisterial Commission on the Creation

of a New Concept for the Integration of

Recognized Refugees and on the Allo-

cation of Integration Housing for Aut-

horized Persons, a member of the

Commission of the Minister for Labour

and Social Affairs on the Integration of

Foreigners, and a permanent guest of

the Committee on the Rights of Foreig-

ners at the Government Council for

Human Rights.

COOPERATION
In the field of the immigration and inte-

gration of foreigners, Caritas Czech

Republic cooperates with:

● state authorities

● nongovernmental and international

organizations

● schools and educational establish-

ments

● healthcare facilities

● national Carities in the context of
membership of Caritas Europa and
Caritas Internationalis
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STRUCTURE OF SOME EXPENSE ITEMS CCR

for 2007 [in CZK thousand]

Consumption of low-cost fixed assets 633

Consumption of office stationery 914

Consumption of material at foreign missions 21 858

Consumption of other material 255

Costs of printing, technical literature, laws 44

Consumtion of spare parts for PC 113

Consumption of food at foreign missions 4 877

Electricity consumption 488

Gas and heat consumption 307

Water and sewage charges 84

Petrol consumption 1 060

Repair and maintenance of buildings and instruments 774

Business trips (local and abroad) 3 170

Air tickets (foreign destinations) 1 779

Three Kings' Money Collection costs (giro transfer forms,

piggybanks,sugar,classif. ads,passes,insurance of carollers, 

distribution of leaflets) 1 063

Collection costs – accrued 1 864

Services – newspaper articles, photos, promotion 537

Services – classified advertisements 673

Services – training 2 592

Services – interpreting, translations 456

Services – web pages, software maintenance, Internet 1 519

Services- tax and audit 0

Services – design activities 23 609

Services – inspection of the building 47

Services – cleaning by external firm 181

Services – food purchases

Services – lecturer, managerial, advisory 2 319

Services – accounting, tax 1 105

Legal services 473

Telephone bills and postage 2 448

Wages and salaries 28 201

Statutory social security and health insurance 4 111

Meals for employees 227

Gifts to underprivileged 12 104

Bank fees 647

Insurance 583

Depreciation of tangible fixed assets 3 400

Members' fees of Caritas Europa,Caritas Internacionalis 558

Taxes and fees 257

Other costs 39 525

Income tax 0

Total 164 855

VI. COMPANY OPERATIONS
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Total expenses of CCR in 2007
[CZK 000] [%] Principal activity [%] Ancillary activity [%]

Costs total 164 855 100,00 159 685 100,00 5 170 100,00

Consumption of material and energy 30 715 18,63 29 864 18,63 851 18,63

Costs of services 43 947 26,66 43 531 27,16 416 9,11

Labour costs total 32 584 19,77 30939 19,30 1645 36,01

Taxes and fees 257 0,16 214 0,13 43 0,94

Other costs total 53 197 32,27 52 987 33,06 210 4,60

Depreciation 3 597 2,18 1 592 1,00 2 005 38,78

Residual value of sold assets 0 0,00 0 0,00 0 0,00

Contributions provided 558 0,34 558 0,35 0 0,00

Income tax 0 0,00 0 0,00 0 0,00

Consumption 
of material and 
energy

Other
costs total

Depreciation Contributions provided

EXPENSES: T
he costs in 2007 totalled CZK 164,855 thou-

sand. In comparison with 2006, the costs

have increased by CZK 39,017 thousand. The

costs mainly comprise foodstuffs consumed

during missions. The costs relating to the pre-

paration of projects and expensed on advisory sub-

stantially increased.

A substantial increase has been noted with regard to

the wages and salaries in 2007, which is connected

with activities performed by individual missions.

The membership subscription fees of Caritas Europa

and Caritas Internacionalis for 2007 were increased by

CZK 70 thousand and they amount to CZK 558 thou-

sand in total.

Income from
own output
and goods

FX gains

Interest revenue

Income from 
goods solds

Income from 
solds assets

Various other
revenues

Czech Interior
Ministry

Ministry of Educ., 
Youth and Phys. Training

Contributions
received

Subsidies from Ministry
of Labour and Social Aff.

REVENUES:

Revenues of CCR in 2007 by source

[CZK 000] [%]

Total revenues 161 762 100,00

Income from own 
output and goods 17 640 10,90

Income from goods sold 80 0,05

Interest revenue 573 0,35

FX gains 495 0,31

Other revenues (donations) 128 365 79,35

Various other revenues 185 0,11

Income from sold assets 527 0,33

Contributions received 525 0,32

Subsidies from Ministry
of Labour and Social Aff. 952 0,59

Czech Interior Ministry 6 750 4,17

Subsidies from Czech 
Foreign Ministry 4 435 2,74

Ministry of Educ., 

Youth and Phys. Training 1 235 0,76

Costs of services

Labour
costs total

Taxes and fees

Other revenues (donations)

Subsidies from Czech
Foreign Ministry
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Balances and movements of CCR assets in 2007 [CZK ’000]

Fixed assets 110 710 0 0 3 088,00 14 942,00 105 476,00

Buildings 81 675 tech. appreciation 0 144,00 11 623,00 81 531,00

Developed land 19 571 gift 0 63,00 0,00 19 507,00

Transportation means 4 672 purchase 0 2 398,00 1 435,00 2 274,00

Instrumensts and equip., fixt./fitt. 2 447 purchase 0 483,00 1 884,00 3 170,00

Shares in controlled persons 200 0 0,00 0,00 200,00

Other long-term loans */ 1 937 0 0,00 0,00

Securities 408 gift 0 0,00 0,00 572,00

Low-cost fixed assets 2 964 0 1 918,00 1 046,00 0,00

*/ transfer to account 315

At 
1. 1. 2007

Form of 

acquisition

Acquisition 
offixed assets Fixed assets

disposals
Acc.

deprec.

Balance 
at 31. 12. 

2007

The depreciation of tangible fixed assets was

CZK 3,597 thousand in 2007, which exceeds the

depreciation in 2006 by CZK 37 thousand.

In 2007, a family house in Železný Brod was dis-

posed by sale. Its sale was agreed and approved

by the founder of Caritas Czech Republic.

The low-cost tangible assets, which were dispo-

sed in the course of stock-taking due to their non-

working condition, amounted to CZK 1,918 thou-

sand. The low-cost assets were written-off for

accounting purposes in 2006, but despite the fact

that those assets were in non-working condition or

their repair would be too expensive, they were not

disposed.

Caritas Czech Republic holds securities acquired

by inheritance. A list of these securities is disclo-

sed in the attached Notes to the Accounts. In 2007,

156 units of bearer shares of ČKD DIZ Praha were

struck from the records of the Securities Centre in

Prague.

Caritas Czech Republic provided a long-term loan

to the Diocese Ostrava-Opava Caritas. At 31 Decem-

ber 2007, the accounts were stock-taken. As a re-

sult, recharging from account 315 Other receivables

to account 067 Other long-term loans took place.

The revenues in 2007 totalled CZK 161,762 thou-

sand.

The result for 2007 is a loss of CZK 3,093 thou-

sand. 

In the accounts there is an unbilled advance –

gift – flooding DCV 2002 amounting to CZK 9,672

thousand.

Caritas Czech Republic's accounts have been

kept and the annual financial statements have

been prepared pursuant to Act No. 563/91 Coll., as

amended, valid for accounting units, and in com-

pliance with Decree No. 504/2002 Coll., as amen-

ded, for the accounting units not predominantly

created to generate profits, provided they employ

double-entry accounting system.
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BALANCES AND MOVEMENTS OF CCR ASSETS IN 2007 Balance Sheet at 31. 12. 2007 [in CZK ’000]

ASSETS At 1. 1. 2007 Mov. in 2007 At k 31. 12. 2007

A  Fixed assets total: 98 227 -4 261 93 966

I. Intangible fixed assets total 79 -66 13

Software

Low-cost intangibles 79 -66 13

II. Tangible fixed assets total 111 329 -4 847 106 482

Land 19 571 -64 19 507

Structures 81 675 -144 81 531

Separate movables and sets 7 119 -1 675 5 444

Low-cost tangible fixed assets 2 964 -2 964 0

Other tangible fixed assets 0 0 0

Unfinished tangible fixed assets 0 0 0

III.  Long-term financial assets 2 345 1 127 3 472

Shares in controlled and managed persons 200 372 572

Other long-term loans 1 937 963 2 900

Other long-term financial assets 208 -208 0

IV. Acc. depreciation of fixed assets total: 15 526 475 16 001

Acc.amortization of intangible fixed assets 79 -66 13

Acc. depreciation of structures 9 077 2 546 11 623

Acc.depreciation of separate movables and sets of movables 6 370 -2 005 4 365

Acc.deprec.of low-cost tangibles 0 0 0

Acc.amort.of other tangibles 0 0 0

B Short-term assets total: 132 220 -46 586 85 532

I. Inventory 719 -620 0

Material in stock 620 -620 0

Goods in warehouses and in outlets 99 0 0

II. Total receivables: 53 858 -39 755 14 100

Customers 1 236 450 1 686

Operating advances provided 47 961 -38 289 9 672

Other receivables 1 013 -950 63

Due from employees 79 -50 29

Other and various receivables 3 528 -1 850 1 678

Income tax 0 15 15

Other direct taxes 3 -3 0

VAT 26 -21 5

Estimated receivables 12 940 952

III. Short-term fin. assets total 75 692 -6 361 69 331

Petty cash/Cash in hand 1 731 -1 097 634

Liquid valuables 82 -23 59

Bank accounts 73 879 -5 241 68 638

IV. Other assets total 1 951 150 2 101

Deferred expenses 1 356 569 1 925

Accrued revenue 589 -413 176

Foreign currency exchange losses 6 -6 0

TOTAL ASSETS : 230 447 -50 847 179 498

Comparison of total revenues of CCCA in the years
2006  [in CZK 000] % 2007  [in CZK 000] %

Total income 124 505 100,00 161 762 100,00

Income from own output and goods 14 257 11,45 17 640 10,90

Income from goods sold 60 0,05 80 0,05

Interest 624 0,50 573 0,35

Foreign exchange gains 924 0,74 495 0,31

Other income (gifts) 99 792 80,15 128 365 79,35

Various other income 185 0,11

Income from assets sold 2 244 1,80 527 0,33

Contributions received 1 784 1,43 525 0,32

Operating subsidies 4 820 3,87 13 372 8,27



lIABILILITIES At 1. 1. 2007 Mov. in 2007 At 31. 12. 2007

A.  Total equity 225 334 93 471 174 694

I. Total equity 237 109 -47 547 189 562

Equity 100 915 100 915

Funds 136 194 -47 547 88 647

II. Profit(+)/(loss)(-) -11 775 -163 -14 868

Account of profit/loss X -3 093

Profit/loss to be approved -1 372 X

Retained earnings, unpaid loss of previous years -10 403 -1 372 -11 775

B. Total loans and credits 5 113 -309 4 804

III. Short-term payables, total 4 183 527 4 710

Suppliers 1 397 803 2 200

Advances received 28 13 41

Other payables 22 -22 0

Employees 619 215 834

Other payables towards employees 23 0 23

Due to social security and health insurance 324 139 463

Corporate income tax 39 -39 0

Other direct taxes 109 79 188

VAT 0 91 91

Other taxes and fees 0 0 0

Due to state budget 151 111 262

Other payables 1 471 -1 106 365

Estimated payables 0 243 243

IV. Other liabilities, total 930 -836 94

Accrued expenses 656 -562 94

Deferred revenue 274 -274 0

TOTAL LIABILITIES: 230 447 -50 949 179 498

Comparison of total costs of CCCA in indiv. years
2006  [in CZK 000] % 2007 [in CZK 000] %

Total costs 125 838 100,00 164 855 100,00

Consumption of material and energy 26 180 20,80 30 715 18,63

Cost of services 50 814 40,38 43 947 26,66

Personal costs, total 13 741 10,92 32 584 19,77

Taxes and fees 4 719 3,75 257 0,16

Other costs, total 26 335 20,93 53 197 32,27

Write-offs 3 560 2,83 3 597 2,18

Contributions provided 489 0,39 558 0,34
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Dear supporters, staff, volunteers and promoters

of charity work, dear friends, I will start the conc-

luding words of this annual report with a story I

once heard:

A heavy storm washed up onto the shore a great

many starfish, which remained stranded on the

sand, with no water and in danger of their lives.

A little boy started gathering up the starfish and

taking them back to the water. At a distance, peo-

ple stopped what they were doing and shook their heads at the boy's actions, say-

ing that there was no way he would have the strength to collect all the starfish,

and that they would die anyway. But as the boy persevered, so people gradually

joined him. There were more and more of them, and they worked together to

return just about all the starfish to the sea, thus saving them from death.

The annual report on the activities of Caritas Czech Republic is a report on peo-

ple and their actions – people who were like the little boy in the story and started

along a path of what might seem to be unrealizable and never-ending work. Unre-

alizable in that there are so many needy people across the world; never-ending

because many people who have been helped uncontrollably sink back into their

original plight. But if we don't give up, many more people will join us, and will

follow our example by joining in with this never-ending task.

I would like to thank all staff, volunteers, everyone who supports Caritas materi-

ally or spiritually, for the great work you are doing.

I ask for God's blessing and love in the future as we seek to do further good in our

seemingly unrealizable and never-ending work.

Oldřich Haičman

Director, Caritas Czech Republic
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HOW CAN I SUPPORT 
THE WORK OF CARITAS? 

There are many ways how you can support Caritas. You can help as a volunteer:

donate part of your free time to support the clients of Caritas who need the help

of others due to their handicap, their age or simply lack of luck in their lives. You

and your time will be more than welcome. You can also help to distribute the

clothing from the Caritas depot, lead a group of the Three-King carol singing

team or write anonymous letters to prisoners.

You can also “adopt” a child from a Third World country or contribute to the bank

account to fund ongoing projects. (We issue receipts to the donors, however in

case of a bank transfer we can only issue the receipt after a telephone or written

contact –  as the address of the donor is not evident form the bank account.)

Bank account for the collections

Bank account No. 2222777700002222//00880000
Česká spořitelna a.s. 

(you can choose which type of project you would like 

to support by choosing the respective variable symbol –

see www.charita.cz)

Bank account for the Three-King Collection

3333000011112222//00880000 Česká spořitelna a.s.
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